
 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arizona State Seal of Arts Proficiency  
Student Handbook and Required Documents 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Introduction and History 

Arizona State Seal of Arts Proficiency 

 
 

History 
The Arizona State Seal of Arts Proficiency is the latest testament to a rich history of excellent arts 
education in the state. This diploma seal is administered by the Arizona Department of Education’s 
Office of Arts Education and is awarded to graduates who complete minimum arts pathway 
requirements throughout their high school career. The State Seal of Arts Proficiency, or SB1111 as 
sponsored by Senator Paul Boyer, had bipartisan support and was a grassroots effort from Arizona 
Arts Education Advocates from across the state. It was signed into law by Governor Doug Ducey on 
May 14th, 2019. Board rule for this law was adopted by the State Board of Education on October 
28th, 2019. 

Seal Objectives 
Stakeholders from across the state of Arizona convened during the summer of 2019 to outline the 
objectives and the pathway requirements to achieve the State Seal of Arts Proficiency. Stakeholders 
identified that the purpose of the seal is: 

● To celebrate students who demonstrate high levels of proficiency in the Arizona Arts Education 
Standards through personal expression and creative experiences in arts education programs 

● To identify pathways of artistic literacy that cultivate skills for 21st century success 
● To prepare students for college and career readiness, including active participation in the 

creative industries sector 
● To promote increased access to well-rounded, high quality arts education across the state 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Requirements 

For an Arizona student to qualify for the seal, they must complete a Seal of Arts Proficiency Pathway and 
successfully graduate from an Arizona district public or charter school. The pathway is designed to celebrate 
students who complete a rigorous, standards-based, and high-quality arts education course of study.  All students 
must: 

● All students must complete the TUHSD Arts Seal of Proficiency Application (see button on TUHSD 
Student Webpage) by November 20, 2020. 

● Select and request an Arts Advisor (Fine Arts Teacher in Artistic Discipline).  NOTE:  Students must have 
an Arts Advisor confirmed before applying. 

● Turn in all required documentation to Arts Advisor by April 1st:  
○ Extracurricular Hours Log 
○ Capstone Project Rubric (Completed) 

 
To qualify for the Arizona State Seal of Arts Proficiency, a student will complete:  
 

1. A final GPA of 3.0 or 4.0 in each qualifying arts/career and technical education (CTE) course.  
 

2. 4 minimum credit requirements in one of the following ways:  
 
a. A minimum of 4 credits in one artistic discipline: (dance, music, theatre, visual arts or media arts)  

 
OR 

b. 3 credits in one artistic discipline, and 1 qualifying creative industries CTE credit or separate artistic 
discipline.  

 
OR 

c. 2 credits in one artistic discipline, and 2 credits in a qualifying creative industries CTE class or a 
separate artistic discipline.  
 

3. Students graduating in the school year 2020-2021 must complete 45 hours of arts related extracurricular 
activities.  See further description in this document. 

● Students graduating in school year 2021-2022 must complete at least 60 hours engaged in arts-related 
extracurricular activities. 

● Students graduating in school year 2022-2023 and beyond must complete at least 80 hours engaged in 
arts-related extracurricular activities 

 
4. A student capstone project.  See further description in this document.  

 

See Appendix for required student documentation for Seal of Arts Proficiency; 
 

● Appendix A:  Extracurricular Activities Log Sheet, 
● Appendix B:  Senior Capstone Project Approval and Rubric 
● Appendix C:  Seal of Arts Checklist 

 
 
 
 

 



Fine Arts Course and G.P.A. Requirements 
 
In 2015, Arizona updated the Arts Education Standards to more closely mirror the National Core Arts Standards 
which were created in 2014. The Arizona Arts Education Standards are rooted in the philosophy of process over 
product, and they center on the importance of cultivating artistic literacy for all students. The standards are 
sequentially-based, and include five recognized Artistic Disciplines: Music, Dance, Media Arts, Theatre, and 
Visual Arts.  
 
Regardless of artistic medium or discipline, the standards emphasize and are organized around the creative 
process, and as such, all standards-based art courses are organized around the 4 Artistic Processes:  
1) Creating  
2) Performing/Presenting/Producing  
3) Responding  
4) Connecting  
 
Each arts discipline employs unique ways for students to make and express meaning.  Students may qualify for 
the Arts Education Proficiency Seal by enrolling in any course aligned to the 5 recognized artistic disciplines 
(Music, Dance, Media Arts, Theatre, and Visual Arts) and meeting the other qualifying requirements. Qualifying 
Arts courses will fall into the subject area of “Fine Arts” in the TUHSD Course Catalogue specifically, pages 
36-44 of the 2020-2021Course Catalog.  
 
Career & Technical Education Courses  
Career and Technical Education (CTE) Courses are often closely allied to the objectives of developing artistic 
literacy and the 21st century skills supported by arts education. Students may substitute up to 2 CTE credits to 
meet minimum Arts Proficiency Seal course requirements.  
Below is a list of pre-approved CTE Courses. These courses have been selected based on their focus in fostering 
student literacy in the core arts processes of Creating, Performing/Presenting/Producing, Responding, and 
Connecting.  
 
Pre-Approved CTE courses: 
Digital Photography  
Film and TV Production  
Graphic Design  
Technical Theatre 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



Extracurricular Activities  
Requirements, Examples and Documentation 

 
An extracurricular activity is defined as any arts participation above and beyond the regularly scheduled school day for 
which students are NOT receiving course credit. These activities may be school-sponsored or take place outside of the 
school day or building.  
Extra-Curricular Activity Adaptations to meet the State Seal of Arts Proficiency for 2020-2021 during COVID -19 to 
ensure staff and student safety. 

● Substituting Virtual Museum Field Trips or Performances (Live Streamed or Pre-recorded) and having a parent sign 
off 

● Student Recorded Home Studio Hours 
● Attending Online Classes (Arizona Theatre Company, Crafting Classes, Yoga, Ect…) 
● Any school online event 
● Mentoring a sibling or family or tutor other students in their art form 
● Advisor discretion during COVID-19 circumstances that meets staff and student safety protocols 

 
Below is a list of some examples of the types of actions that may be considered towards student extracurricular 
activities. Types of extracurricular activities may include the following:  
 

Music  
● Marching Band extra rehearsals  
● Ensemble Practices & Performances  
● Master Classes  
● Community Band/Orchestra/Choir Group  
● Participation in the Orchestra Pit of a Musical 
● Band Council  
● Participation in Winter Drumline, Winter Guard or 

Jazz Band 
 
Visual Art  
● Studio Hours  
● Community Classes  
● Workshops  
● Public Art Creation  
● Internships or Apprenticeships  
● Art Clubs  
● Artwork Exhibitions 
 
Theatre  
● Participation in School Plays or Musicals 
● One Act Competition  
● Speech & Debate  

● Improvisation Performances  
● Costume/Prop/Scene Shop Hours (Technical Theatre 
Hours) 
● Drama Club  
● Arizona Thespian Leadership  
 
Media Arts  
● Internship at a local TV station  
● Video Production lab hours  
● Summer Classes or Camps  
● Participation in an Animation Festival  
● Designing Media for a School Production  
● Student short film festival  
 
Dance  
● Master Classes  
● Festival Performances  
● Step Team  
● Choreographing Performances  
● Studio Training (off campus)  
● Student Teaching (if not paid)  
● Dance Honor Society 

 
Minimum Requirements  
This requirement will be gradually rolled out over the subsequent four years.  *See Appendix A for Extracurricular 
Log Sheet 

● Students graduating in school year 2020-2021 must complete at least 45 hours engaged in arts-related 
extracurricular activities.  
 



Senior Capstone Project  
Requirements, Examples and Documentation 

 
What is a Capstone?  
A capstone project is a project-based learning opportunity for a student to showcase the culmination of their knowledge 
while fostering real world skills and experience. Capstone projects are often utilized in higher education to prepare 
students for career success. The State Arts Proficiency Seal capstone process should guide students to plan and execute a 
student-led artistic project of their choice. Capstone projects can also encourage students to connect to community or 
outside-of-school learning opportunities. The project and process should encourage learners to apply their knowledge and 
mastery of the Arizona Arts Education Standards in a way that interests them and furthers their individual goals. Through 
the student capstone project, students should demonstrate their artistic literacy through their ability to Create, 
Perform/Present/Produce, Connect, and Respond as an artist.  
 
Timeline  
The capstone project will take place during the student’s final year of study, allowing the student to infuse their capstone 
project with the culmination of their artistic learning in a meaningful way.  
 
Senior Capstone Project Elements 
The capstone process will include the following elements:  
 
● Capstone Arts Advisor (Teacher) Assignment or Selection  
● Student Capstone Project Proposal-Must receive Arts Advisor Approval.  
● Capstone Project clarification: 

● The Project could be either parallel (for a grade) or additional (not for a grade). 
● Project can be an extension of a classroom assignment 
● Project will be evaluated by the Arts Advisor (Teacher) using the rubric in this handbook 

● Opportunity for students to engage in the Arizona Arts Education Standards and Create, Perform/Present/Produce, 
Connect, and Respond through their Artistic Voice  
● Periodic Progress Check-ins between Student & Capstone Arts Advisor  
● Final public Performance/Presentation/or Product  
● Capstone Project Evaluation & Assessment (See Capstone Appendix B:  Project Rubric) to be completed by Arts 
Advisor 
● Student Statement/Reflection on the Process & Product (See Capstone Appendix B:  Project Rubr to be turned into 
Arts Advisor by April 1st.  
 
Capstone Project ExamplesSenior Capstone Project Adaptations to meet the State Seal of Arts Proficiency for 
2020-2021 during COVID -19 safety requirements to ensure staff and student safety. 

● Research Papers in their field 
● Reflections on student’s 4 years of arts education study & vision for the future 
● Creating a project in their field at home 
● Uploading works to an online portfolio 
● Exploring presenting their work digitally and writing a reflection paper on their learnings 
● Creating online resources for ways parents can teach their children the art form while at home 
● Virtual performances 
● Private teaching/coaching/mentoring journal and reflection 



Listed below are some examples of the types of student projects that could qualify as a student capstone project. 

 
Visual Arts  
● Student curated art exhibition in a gallery or 
coffee shop  
● Research into the historical context of a 
specific visual art medium culminating in a 
portfolio of original work  
● Public Art Project (Mural, Mosaic, 
Installation, etc.)  
● Creating original visual art lesson plans and 
teaching an art class at a community space or 
classroom  
● Self-publishing a book of photography & 
poetry  
 
Music  
● Composing, annotating, and performing an 
original song  
● Writing a research paper about a composer & 
creating a recorded portfolio of pieces of their 
music  
● Producing a local music event in the 
community  
● Creating an original underscore for a film or 
performance inspired by themes of the work  
● Researching acoustics of spaces and 
experimenting recording sound in different 
places  
 
Theatre  
● Writing and performing an original 
monologue or one act  
● Designing costumes, lighting, or set for a 
school or community production  
● Designing a workshop meant to engage people 
in dialogue through theatre techniques  
● Devising an original show with an ensemble  
● Directing a student one act production or 
producing an event  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dance  
● Choreographing a number for a musical or 
stage production  
● Researching a form of dance and presenting a 
community lecture  
● Creating a methodology for annotating 
movement  
● Creating an original dance film  
● Studying a choreographer and creating a video 
catalogue of signature movements  
 
Media Arts  
● Creating a social media campaign that 
responds to a social issue  
● Producing and premiering an original film  
● Animating a short cartoon  
● Researching film or media publication and 
writing an opinion piece about media 
representation in that medium in a blog or other 
publication  
● Designing digital media for a theatre 
production, performance, or installation  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Appendix A:  Arts Extracurricular Activities Log Sheet  
Instructions:   
-Students must complete 45 hours of Arts Extracurricular Activities for 20-21 
-To verify arts extracurricular activities complete this log sheet for each activity. 
 -Additional copies can be downloaded here. 
-Log Sheet due April 1st to your Arts Advisor. 
 
First Name: 

 Last Name:  

Student ID Number: 

 Site:   Arts Advisor: 

Date(s) Description # of Hours Supervising Adult Signature 

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

https://docs.google.com/document/d/15e-A2nuIfe8a7U1z2KH2ZyNVr0IxYFXHroTPfyDoHeQ/copy


Appendix B:  Senior Capstone Project Application and Completion Rubric  
Instructions: 
-Students must receive proposal approval from Arts Advisor before starting Arts Capstone Project. 
-All Arts Capstone Project components must be completed and presented publicly to earn Arts Seal of Proficiency by 
April 1st. 
-Students must earn 12 points or higher for the Capstone Project to earn the Arts Seal of Proficiency. 
-Rubric to be completed by Arts Advisor and score recorded by April 1st.  
 

Student Name  

Student ID  
Site  
Arts Advisor Name  

 
Proposal 
-All areas must be 
approved before 
starting 

Arts Advisor:  Check off proposal areas and provide feedback before student begins Capstone Project 
● _____  Clear timeline and description of project.   
● _____  Planning demonstrates the process for creating art or design. 
● _____  Project is challenging and supports artistic growth. 

Senior Capstone Project Arts Advisor Signature of Approval:  

 Accomplished 12 points Proficient 9 Approaching 6 Insufficient 4 

Capstone 
Project (75%) 
 

● Project exhibits 
personal artistic 
vision.   

● Engages and connects 
with audience   

● Theme is clearly 
evident and well 
communicated within 
the work.   

● Project is innovative 
and original.    

● Work is presented at 
an accomplished 
level.  

● Project demonstrates 
some aspects of 
artistic vision 

● Somewhat engages 
and connects with 
audience   

● Theme is evident 
within the work.   

● Project is original.    
● Work is presented at a 

proficient level.  

● Project demonstrates 
few aspects of artistic 
vision 

● Attempts to engage and 
connect with audience  

● Theme is somewhat 
evident 

● Project has some 
original aspects. 

● Level and presentation 
of work approaches 
proficiency 

● Project does not 
demonstrate aspects of 
artistic vision 

● Does not engage or 
connect with audience 

● No theme evident 
● Project is not original. 
● Level and presentation 

of work is insufficient 

Accomplished 4 Proficient 3 Approaching 2 Insufficient 1 

Artistic Statement 
(Reflection) 
(25%) 
 

Student provides written 
statement to discuss their 
artistic development 
throughout their creative 
process.  

Student develops 
statement, but does not 
include details of 
accomplished level. 
Student provides both 
written and oral 
presentation. 

Student develops statement 
but provides some 
evidence to support 
project.  

Student develops vague 
statement that does not 
relate to project.  
 

Overall Score 
(12 pts. or higher) 

    



Appendix C:  TUHSD Seal of Arts Proficiency Final Checklist  

To earn the TUHSD Seal of Arts Proficiency students must complete the following criteria.  

 Step 1:  Complete TUHSD Seal of Arts Proficiency Application by November 20, 2020. 

-Download and examine the Arts Seal of Proficiency Student Handbook 

NOTE:  Application and Handbook are available on-line on the TUHSD Student Website  

 Step 2:  Course and G.P.A. Completion Verification  

- Meet with your Arts Advisor or counselor or check your unofficial transcripts on Synergy to verify 
Fine Arts Courses and Cumulative G.P.A 

 Step 3: Turn in Senior Capstone Project Proposal to Arts Advisor for Approval  

-Complete Senior Capstone Proposal and discuss with Arts Advisor  

-Arts advisor must review proposal, provide feedback and accept proposal before the student begins the 
Capstone Project 

 Step 4:  Arts Extra-Curricular Activities Log Sheet (Appendix A: Student Handbook) 

-Due Date:  April 1, 2021 

-Completed log sheet with appropriate number of hours and signatures.  Must be turned into Arts 
Advisor by April 1st.  

 Step 5:  Create a Capstone Project - Capstone Project (Appendix B:  Student Handbook) 

-Due Date:  April 1, 2021 

-Refer to the Capstone Project Description and Rubric to guide you at the start, during, and conclusion 

of your project. You must score 12 points or higher on the rubric.  Capstone Project must be completed 

by April 1st.  Remember, you should have your mentor teacher advise you on the following parts of 

your project: 

▪ Design Process, Project details  and Proposal 
▪ Presentation /Performance  
▪ Artistic Statement/Reflection 

 


