“Excellence Through Performance”
Dear Desert Vista Family,
It has been an absolute amazing beginning of the school year and I thank you for partnering with us in
preparing and sending such amazing young adults to school every day! I look forward to a successful school
year and have highlighted some very important upcoming events.

Safety First
Our students and staff have embraced 'Safety First' by understanding the importance of wearing ID badges for
the safety of everyone on our campus. We planned a few practices and activities in regards to 'Safety First', to
ensure we are prepared for a variety of circumstances that communities may un-expectantly encounter. Last
week, we practiced both our lock down and fire alarm drills. The students and staff did not miss a beat and
executed each practice with excellence!
As I shared in my last letter, we have implemented the requirement of wearing ID badges at all times while on
campus. We provided students with many friendly and various reminders for the first three days of school
and proceeded with warnings and consequences for those not in compliance beginning last Thursday. I am
pleased to share that our students and staff are doing an excellent job in remembering to wear their ID badge.

Digital Citizenship
On Tuesday, we showed a video regarding Digital Citizenship that was created by TUHSD students (click here
to view). Technology and Social Media allows for amazing opportunities of gaining knowledge,
communicating and staying connected. However, it can also do tremendous irreversible harm when used
inappropriately and or without thinking. I ask that after you watch the video that you have dialogue with your
child in regards to Digital Citizenship. The lifelong and school consequences are not what we desire for any of
our students. Please see the attached information regarding the activity we did after the video in AcLab
today.

Student Policy Book
On Thursday, August 11th, we will be reviewing our Student Policy Handbook, which is now accessible online.
Your child will be bringing home page 27 - 30 for you to review, sign and return as soon as possible to his or
her third period teacher. I ask that you take time to review with your child. I desire that not one of our
students would have to experience the consequences in the handbook. Unfortunately, there are times when
it does occur and many are surprised at the consequences. In order to keep a safe and orderly campus of over

3100 students, it is paramount that all adhere to all of the district and school expectations. Please return
signed form(s) no later than Monday, August 15th. Please click here for the handbook.

Curriculum Night/ Senior Parent Night/NCAA Information Night, Monday, August 15th




Senior Night-6:00pm-6:50pm Dr. Joe McDonald Auditorium
NCAA Informational meeting for freshmen, sophomore and juniors who are potential college athletes –
6:00pm – 6:50pm Cafeteria
Open House - 7:00 p.m. Storm Center (large gymnasium). Following a brief program, you will follow
your son/daughter’s class schedule.
We look forward to spending the evening with you!

**BELL SCHEDULE- MONDAY, AUG 15TH**
EARLY RELEASE
Period
0
1
2
3*
4
Lunch A
5
Lunch B
6
7

Start
7:21
8:20
9:12
10:04
11:01
10:56
11:41
11:48
12:33
1:25

End
8:15
9:07
9:59
10:56
11:48
11:36
12:28
12:28
1:20
2:12

Length
0:54
0:47
0:47
0:52
0:47
0:40
0:47
0:40
0:47
0:47

DVHS THUNDER BOARD ASSOCIATION

Thunder Board Association is the 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that coordinates the efforts of our 28 parent
booster clubs at DV. These booster clubs provide volunteer and fundraising support to our sports and major

extracurricular programs. Thunder Board meets monthly and is managed by a dedicated team of volunteer
officers. Thunder Board is currently seeking to find a qualified individual to serve as Treasurer for the 2016-17
school year. The Treasurer maintains the financial records of the association, monitors monthly financial
reports from the booster clubs, and assists an outside accountant in preparing the annual tax return. Thunder
Board is eager to find someone with a financial background but willing to train if you do not. If you are
interested or seek more information please contact President Jeff Cayton at 602-320-7547 or
JeffCayton@kw.com.

Beach Bash II chaired by Football, Cheer and Band Parents.
Friday Night, August 12th, 6:30-8:30 pm - DV Thunder Stadium.
FREE EVENT!!!
The gates open at 6:15 pm for Families to find seats in the Stands.
The first 200 Students to enter the gate will receive a free water soaker.

School ID’s for School Bus Riders
Your school bus driver will be asking for your child’s name and ID number in order to create a roster of those
that are riding the bus. Please make sure that you child has his or her student ID. It is required that your child
show their ID when riding the bus. We ask that your child be cooperative and assist the driver so that the
process can go as smoothly as possible for all involved.

Student Drop Off and Pick Up
Student drop off/pick up is coordinated at the student parking lot located off of Frye Road. We ask that you
please allow plenty of time for this process as well as being extremely careful and cautious during drop off and
pick up. I encourage early arrival so our students can frequent the library, get assistance from their teachers
and/or attend our peer-to-peer tutoring program.

Off Campus Parking
The City of Phoenix Parks and Recreation has requested DVHS students not park in the small lot at Vista
Canyon Park (aka DV Park) at 16020 South 30th Street during school hours due to concerns by residents there
are no available parking spaces. The city will post new signage at the park in the near future.

Students who park in the neighborhood east of Desert Vista on 33 rd Street north of Liberty Lane near the
community pool are requested to leave enough space for the trash and recycle garbage cans to be put out on
Tuesdays, per the HOA Property Manager.
We thank you in advance for assisting us in continuing to be respectful of our DVHS neighbors, their property
and public access to the park. Please continue to follow all traffic laws, driving responsibly and not leaving any
trash behind and for helping to keep our community clean and safe.

Skateboards and Bicycle Racks
We have skateboard and bicycle racks for students to secure their bike or skateboard. We ask that you have
your child utilize this area and not lock their bike to fences and/or carry their skateboard around during school
hours. We are not able to allow this for safety reasons. Please assist us by providing your child with a lock.
We appreciate your assistance as we support their mode of transportation, but must adhere to the lock up
and safety procedure.

No Hoverboards on Campus
The use of hoverboards - two-wheeled, self-balancing electric scooters – has recently risen in popularity.
Unfortunately, there are hazards associated with these devices, including fires, property damage, and injuries
to riders and pedestrians. With student and staff safety in mind, hoverboards may not be used, stored, or
charged on our campus.

Hanson - 4A-5A Coach of the Year

Chris has been a member of the Desert Vista coaching staff since 1996. He continues to make positive
contributions in all facets of his coaching career at Desert Vista High School. His leadership style is one of
serving his athletes and modeling what it means to be a motivator, mentor and leader. Chris does not shy
away from challenges and has always demonstrated a desire to assist student athletes and colleagues. His
leadership abilities have been observed in his daily interactions within his team and as a contributor to the
overall DVHS athletic program.

Even with all the success of his teams, Chris continues to make his programs better. He takes his student
athletes to the next level athletically, mentally and emotionally. Nike ranked the 2007 and 2008 boys' track &
field team number one in the nation. Chris has led his teams to 12 state championships and 10 state runner
up finishes. His teams have earned 25 Region Championships as well. The boys' cross country team are the
2014 and 2015 back to back state champions. Also, the boy's track team is the defending 2015 state
champion.
Not only is Chris a large part of the success at Desert Vista, but also at Kyrene Akimel A-al. He has been
employed as a physical education teacher since 1992 and has coached cross country and track at the middle
school since Akimel A-al’s inception. When he’s not coaching, Chris sponsors the Fellowship of Christian
Athlete Club at the middle school.

WHO’S MY COUNSELOR?
FRESHMAN: Ms. Shawna Thue (sthue@tempeunion.org) or Mr. Mark Kulik (mkulik@tempeunion.org)
SOPHOMORES, JUNIORS AND SENIORS:
Last Name begins with:
A-De: Mrs. Kate Dowd (kdowd@tempeunion.org)
Di-J:

Mrs. Karen Hinds (khinds@tempeunion.org)

K-O:

Mrs. Mickey Krebs (mkrebs@tempeunion.org)

P-T:

Mrs. Helen Hale (hhale@tempeunion.org

U-Z:

Mrs. Amie Hickel (ahickel@tempeunion.org)

GIFTED PROGRAM
SENIORS:
Mrs. Amie Hickel (ahickel@tempeunion.org)
FRESHMAN, SOPHOMORES AND JUNIORS:
Mrs. Kari Fischer (kfischer@tempeunion.org)

AzMERIT NEEDS YOU!
The Arizona Department of Education is seeking a diverse group of parents and community members to
review items that will appear on AzMERIT for spring of 2017. To help themwith this endeavor, they are asking
for a few parents/community members who would be interested in participating in the AzMERIT
Parent/Community Sensitivity Review Committee. They’re specifically looking for 3 to 5 parent/community
members from our district who are actively involved in their children’s or grandchildren’s education and who
are not K-12 educators.
Committee members who engage in this exciting opportunity must meet the following criteria:
Willing to sign a non-disclosure agreement
Commit to attending two full days of meetings in the Phoenix area
Able to work at a computer for multiple hours at a time
Able to follow direction

The deadline to apply is Friday, August 12, 2016. If you have any questions, please feel free to email us
at AzMERIT@azed.gov.

Desert Vista Cafeteria Information
1. There is a point of sale system for Food Service. It is user friendly and very innovative, and if for some
reason we should lose network connection, we can continue to serve our students.
2. Families can go online and complete a free/reduced application which will be submitted directly into our
system import. A student must have a new application on file with the Food and Nutrition office prior to the
first 30 days of the start of school; the deadline for applications is August 31st.
3. The online payment site allows parents to set up an account and manage their student/s accounts. It will
show current balances, transaction viewing and payments can be made into accounts for less of a service
charge.
4. All the nutrition data for our menu items are on our website.
Click here for the link to Food & Nutrition on the district website and click here for the application for
free/reduced lunch.

Silent Witness Hotline
480.706.7950

GO THUNDER!!
Respectfully,
Dr. Christine Barela
Principal

DVHS Mission: Desert Vista inspires a community of learning by demonstrating excellence in academics, arts
and extra-curricular activities.
DVHS Vision: We strive for excellence by engaging our community, promoting accountability, fostering
responsibility, and encouraging life-long learning.

Digital Citizenship Activity
After the video please do the following:
 Please get out a piece of paper and pen or pencil.
 Do some self-reflection on your use of social media. Think about the video and the ramifications of

what was shared in the video and write down your thoughts regarding the following:
1. Look at your last 10-20 posts and reflect on how you use social media to portray yourself in a
positive or negative light.
2. How do you use social media and what do you think you should or could do differently?
3. In general, how does social media impact others?
Students have 5-10 minutes to generate their ideas.
Whole class discussion answering the following: (Assign a student to take notes on a piece of paper and when
finished turn in that one piece of paper to your department instructional leader.)
 What do you think you can do to help yourself in regards to norms of posting

items on your social
media?
 What do you think we as a Desert Vista Family, who are working to build unity, love and acceptance by
acting with love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control,
as Dr. Barela shared on the announcements, we as a school should embrace as the norms regarding
the use of social media?
Take the class notes and please turn in to your department instructional leader. Student Council, Interclub
Council and Admin will review and come up with the norms for social media. These norms will be shared to all
students and staff in order to work together to support the campus wide norms of Digital Citizenship.

500 West Guadalupe Road  Tempe, Arizona  85283-3599  Phone (480) 839-0292  www.tuhsd.k12.az.us
Dr. Kenneth R. Baca
Superintendent

Dear Parents,
Results from the AzMERIT test in English Language Arts and Mathematics from this
past spring are now available. The Arizona Department of Education (ADE) released
state-wide AzMERIT results. This public release can be found at AzMERIT Results.
Individual student results are expected to be delivered via mail to the student homes the
week of August 8, 2016.
Visit the AzMERIT link on the Tempe Union High School District website to stay current
on information related to AzMERIT. A selection of resources and a Frequently Asked
Questions section are available. If you have any additional questions please contact Dr.
Maja Aleksic via email maleksic@tempeunion.org or phone (480) 345-3715.
Thank you,
Maja Aleksic, Ph.D.
Director of Assessment, Accountability and Research
Tempe Union High School District
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