“Excellence Through Performance”
Dear Desert Vista Families,
I write to you while I wait at Sky Harbor Airport to board an airplane to Chicago with our amazing
Chamber Orchestra. They have been invited to play at the ABODA Competition at the prestigious
Midwest Band & Orchestra International Clinic, which is one of the highest honors that a music
program can receive. We all plan to attend music sessions to continue learning and improving in
many different areas. I want to thank our Chamber boosters, Chamber parents and
Dr. Wedington-Clark for all the fundraising, planning and organizing this amazing experience for our
students. This is an extraordinary learning opportunity for them, a chance to showcase their gifts
music and to observe both the “The President’s Own” United States Marine Band and the Chicago
Symphony to learn from the best.
The first semester will soon be behind us and I know for our senior parents this can be a bittersweet
time for many. We are excited for our children to graduate and start the next chapter in their lives,
but at the same time may feel a bit apprehensive on how they will do on their own. If I may
encourage you, please take in each day and every moment with your child this next semester, even
when they ‘know it all’…this time will go fast, but trust me when I share, they do need you and will
need you even more when they are out on their own; they just don’t know it yet.
Report cards will arrive shortly. I encourage you to sit with your child and review his or her progress
and set short and/or long term goals and design a plan for check points during second semester.
It is an honor and pleasure to serve the Desert Vista community and I thank you for trusting us with
your children. We are so fortunate to have such amazing and supportive parents who send amazing
young people to us every day.
I wish all of you a wonderful Holiday Season with your family and friends and I wish safe travels for
you all.
I look forward to serving all of you next year!

Advanced Business Management
In Advanced Business Management, students have been participating in the Stock Market
Game during the months of September through December. Desert Vista swept the competition
in the high school region this fall! Each student had $100,000 to invest in their stock portfolio,
there were fees for each trade, interest earned on cash in the account, and dividends earned on
stocks. Students researched and selected their own stock purchases. Congratulations to Angel
Bigler, Ethan Chiglo, and Colby Crump who placed for 1, 2, 3 respectively out of 132 teams in
the region. Nice job!!

Rho Kappa Angel Tree
Once again Rho Kappa has out done themselves. The Angel Tree was highly successful! This
year the Rho Kappa Angel Tree sponsored 100 tags for the TAPP and McKinney Vento
programs. Although this a rough estimate, Rho Kappa students brought in over $5200 gifts for
our students in need. WOW!! Awesome job, everyone!!

Tempe Arts Festival
Congratulations to the following students won ribbons at the Tempe Arts Festival.
Alaina Mencinger - 1st Place
Anya Chaudhry - 3rd Place
Jessica Wang - Best of Show
Please click here to watch AZ Family coverage.

Amazing work, everyone!!

Wrestling
The JV team wrestled at the Carl Hayden JV Tournament recently and had 5 wrestlers finish the
day 3-0: Boden Pollett, Carter Bruno, Mike Busby, Armando Delgado, and Hunter Louis. 6 other
wrestlers were able to go 2-1 on the day and everyone had at least 1 victory.
The JV team was also able to defeat Sunnyside HS with the strength of a full line-up. Picking up
victories were Carter Bruno, Mike Busby, Kaden Moore along with those that received the
forfeits.
The Varsity team fell to Sunnyside 16-48, picking up wins on the night were Justice Smith, Chad
Porter, Jackson Lee, and Brett Johnson.
The Varsity and JV teams wrestle at the Coyote invitational this Friday and Saturday.
Nice job, everyone!!

Boys Rugby
The boys closed out the autumn sevens season strong with a second place finish at the Arizona
Rugby Festival last weekend. Against a field of teams from Arizona and Nevada, the boys
finished top of a 9 team pool after league play - setting up a final against Tempe. The boys
played hard in the final but the more experienced Tempe team came out on top. The coaching
staff was very proud of the attitude and commitment shown by the entire squad and is excited
about the prospects for the spring season. It is never too late to come out and join the club we welcome everyone regardless of experience level. For details on practice schedules please
visit the website at ahwatukeerugbyclub.com.

Spring Sports Clearance
Please see the attached form for more information.

National Letter of Intent
Please see the attached form for more information.

TUHSD presents Dr. Michael Gurian: The Minds Of Boys and Girls
Please see the attached form for more information on this upcoming presentation that will be
held on February 8th.

Now Accepting Nominations for the 2017 History Teacher of the Year

Do you know an outstanding social studies teacher serving grades K-12 who deserves recognition
for their commitment to teaching American history (including state and local history) and their
use of creativity and imagination in the classroom? If so, the Arizona Department of Education
(ADE) would like to invite you to submit a nomination for the History Teacher of the Year Award,
which is designed to recognize outstanding American history teachers across the country.
NOMINATE A TEACHER TODAY
State winners receive a $1,000 prize and an archive of classroom resources, and the National
Winner receives a $10,000 prize presented at an award ceremony in their honor in New York City.
K-12 social studies teachers can be nominated at any point during the year, but elementary
school teachers (K-6) will be considered for the 2017 award. The deadline for 2017
nominations is Friday, March 31, 2017. Please note that self-nominations are not accepted as
part of this process.
For more information on award eligibility, please visit the Gilder Lehrman Institute of American
History website or contact ADE's program coordinator, Alexis Susdorf, at (602) 5423309 or alexis.susdorf@azed.gov.
Thank you for your collaboration as we work to recognize Arizona's top educators.
Sincerely,
Alexis Susdorf
Program Coordinator: History Teacher of the Year
Arizona Department of Education

Selective Colleges Night – January 25th
Please see the attached form for more information.

International Exchange Opportunity for Phoenix Students
Phoenix Sister Cities truly appreciates your effort in assisting to expand this global opportunity of a
lifetime to your students and their families! We ask that you please share this information with high school
youth and families who attend your schools. If you are not the proper contact for this information, please
email me so we can correct it in our outreach forums.
What is the Phoenix Sister Cities Youth Ambassador Exchange Program?
An international, award-winning program allowing Phoenix high school sophomores and juniors to act as citizen
diplomats to Phoenix’s ten sister cities around the world. As a reciprocal home-hosted summer exchange, it
truly allows Youth Ambassadors the opportunity to not only experience another cultures and lifestyles, it allows
their families and local community to contribute as well. To explore the program online, please
visit https://phoenixsistercities.org/youth-education/youth-ambassador-exchange-program#aboutanytime!

How do students apply?
The application is available ONLINE and can be submitted any time before 5pm on Friday, January 13, 2017.
It is free to apply and scholarships are available! All students require a teacher nomination form.
*Applicants MUST be residents of the City of Phoenix, which is determined by their council district: to locate,
please visit https://www.phoenix.gov/mayorcouncil/find-my-council-district.

Family Resources
Please click here for information on local counseling services and suicide prevention.

Tax Credit Donations: Get every penny back when you support Desert Vista
programs!
If you could reduce what you owe on your taxes or increase your refund, while helping students,
wouldn’t you do it?
When making your donations this holiday season, we ask you to please consider the
Arizona School Tax Credit Program. It allows Arizona taxpayers to donate up to $400* to the
public school of their choice in support of extracurricular programs and receive every penny
back in the form of a tax credit!
Active students earn better grades, stay in school. They make friends, discover new talents and
develop life skills by taking part in after-school clubs and activities, arts and athletics programs.
But many of those programs are not fully funded by school districts. They depend on fees from
students, booster clubs and fundraising to operate to pay for items such as student activity fees,
costumes, equipment, insurance, competition, camp and travel fees.
You can make a real difference in students’ lives simply by choosing which public school
programs you’d like to support and for your generosity, the state will give you your money back.
It’s a win-win!
Click here to donate: www.tempeunion.org/TUHSDWaystoDonate
We thank you for your support of activities and programs that engage students and enhance
their educational experiences.
*The credit is limited to $200 per individual tax return and $400 if the credit is claimed on a tax
return of a married couple.

College Workshops
Keep an eye on the counseling calendar for upcoming college workshops. They will be offered
in the counseling office before and after school and will include the following topics:
 Choosing a College
 Scholarship Search
 NCAA
 Parchment
 PSAT Interpretation (February)

School ID’s for School Bus Riders
It is required that your child show their ID when riding the bus so please make sure your child
has his or her ID every day. We ask that your child be cooperate and assist the driver so that
the process can go as smoothly as possible for all involved.

ATTENTION!!!
Frye Road - East of 32nd Street: Student Drop Off and Pick Up
Students may be dropped off and picked up in the student parking lot off of Frye Road. We ask
that you please do not park or stop on Frye Rd east of 32nd Street as the area is posted “No
Parking”. We have received complaints of cars illegally stopping on both sides of Frye Road
creating a danger for motorists and pedestrians. The Phoenix Police Department has notified
us that they will be taking enforcement action on cars illegally stopped or parked in this area.
We thank you in advance for helping to keep our community safe.

Off Campus Parking: Please Inform Your Child
We thank you in advance for assisting us in continuing to be respectful of our DVHS neighbors,
their property and public access to the park. Please continue to follow all traffic laws, driving
responsibly and not leaving any trash behind and for helping to keep our community clean and
safe.

How to Access Canvas Teacher Announcements

Canvas and College Career Readiness

Looking for resources to help your student prepare for life after high school? The Guidance
Department has incorporated lessons on Canvas to help your student begin the process of
college and career planning.
1. Log onto your student’s Canvas account using their user name and password

2. Scroll onto Courses
3. A drop down menus appears with a list of your students courses, select the course
entitled DV (your student’s year of graduation) Guidance
4. Click on the icon of interest on the home page.
5. This will link you directly to the module of your choice so you and your student can
follow the lesson and have access to pertinent information.
6. The Counseling department uploads all presentations and upcoming information in this
Canvas course. It is strongly recommended that you or your student visit this course on
a regular basis to keep up to date with all the information we provide throughout the
year.
Take a few moments to log on and discuss with your child their high school and post-secondary
plans.

Nominate your FAVORITE teacher for the Silver Apple Award. Click here for the nomination
form.

Skateboards and Bicycle Racks
We have skateboard and bicycle racks for students to secure their bike or skateboard. We ask
that you have your child utilize this area and not lock their bike to fences and/or carry their
skateboard around during school hours. We are not able to allow this for safety reasons.
Please assist us by providing your child with a lock. We appreciate your assistance as we
support their mode of transportation, but must adhere to the lock up and safety procedure.

Yearbook Photos – Replay It
A great way to share photos with the yearbook staff is through Replay It. We'd love for you to
give it try. Download the app or go to http://www.replayit.com/r/register/

Desert Vista Cafeteria Information
We are excited to share the following in regards to our cafeteria service to our families.
1. There is a new point of sale system for Food Service. It is much more user friendly and very
innovative. Even if we should lose network connection, we can continue to serve.
2. Families can go online and complete a free/reduced application which will be submitted
directly into our system import.
3. We have a new online payment site that will allow parents to set up an account and manage
their student/s accounts. It will show current balances, transaction viewing and payments can
be made into accounts for less of a service charge.
4. All the nutrition data for our menu items are on our website.
Click here for the link to Food & Nutrition on the district website.

GO THUNDER!!
Respectfully,
Dr. Christine Barela
Principal

DVHS Mission: Desert Vista inspires a community of learning by demonstrating excellence in
academics, arts and extra-curricular activities.
DVHS Vision: We strive for excellence by engaging our community, promoting accountability,
fostering responsibility, and encouraging life-long learning.

Hello DV Families,
We will be hosting two more National Signing Day events for our
students who will be playing their sport at the next level. Our next
event is scheduled for February 1, 2017, at 7:15 am in the Dr. Joe
McDonald Auditorium. If your student will be receiving a NLI and
would like to attend this signing day event, please have them
contact Ms. Slavin either in the DV Athletics Office, or at
sslavin@tempeunion.org. This is always an exciting time in a young
person’s life, and we strive to ensure that we adequately celebrate
each athlete on their success in their previous achievements as well
as celebrate their intended endeavors.
NLI Signing Dates for Prospective Student-Athletes Signing 2016-17
and Enrolling 2017-18
Sport (s)

Initial Signing Date

Final Signing Date

Basketball (Early Period)

November 9, 2016

November 16, 2016

Basketball (Regular Period)

April 12, 2017

Division I: May 17, 2017
Division II: August 1, 2017

Football (Midyear JC Transfer)

December 14, 2016

January 15, 2017

Football (Regular Period)

February 1, 2017

April 1, 2017

Soccer and Men's Water Polo

February 1, 2017

August 1, 2017

All Other Sports (Early Period)

November 9, 2016

November 16, 2016

All Other Sports (Regular Period)

April 12, 2017

August 1, 2017

Please refer to http://www.nationalletter.org/signingDates/index.html for more information on
National Letter of Intent on the NCAA website.

Hello Parents/Students-Athletics
SPRING SPORTS-RegisterMyAthlete.com Information
We will need you to have all of the registration process completed no later than 2/3/17 in order
for tryouts the following Monday (2/6/17). Students may not tryout if the entire process is not
completed.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------YOU MUST COMPLETE REGISTRATION ALL THE WAY THROUGH ADDING IN YOUR
INSURANCE, ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES, AND PICKING A SPORT FOR US TO ADD ANY
DOCUMENTS FROM OUR SIDE OF THE PROGRAM
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------If you have already participated in a Fall/Winter Sport, or did your physical back in the Spring of
2016 and submitted 2016-17 Pre-physicals/Physicals, Consent to Treat, Brainbook, and Birth
Certificate to the Athletics office, you will only need to complete the registration process up to
the point of where you are asked to upload forms. The office will take care of uploading your
documents for you.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------If you played at DV last year, please do not worry about the Brainbook certificate or birth
certificate-we can upload those from our office.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Impact testing is now part of the clearance process with some sports, including Baseball,
Softball, Sand Volleyball, Boys Volleyball, and Pole Vault/High Jump. Your coach has made/will
make arrangements with the school trainer for a time period in which your student will be asked
to complete this if they have not already done it for Football, Wrestling, Basketball, Soccer, or
Girls Volleyball this school year. The trainer will complete this part of the clearance process in
RegisterMyAthlete.com, please do not upload anything into that area on the program.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------IF YOU ARE IN A CUT SPORT (BASEBALL, SOFTBALL, TENNIS, SAND VOLLEYBALL,
BOYS VOLLEYBALL) YOU DO NOT PAY YOUR SPORTS FEE UNTIL YOUR STUDENT IS
CONFIRMED ON A ROSTER BY THE COACH.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------TRACK ATHLETES MUST PAY AT TIME OF CLEARANCE, PLEASE BRING THE RECIEPT
FOR THE $50 PAYMENT (PAY IN SCHOOL BOOKSTORE) TO THE ATHLETICS OFFICE.
____________________________________________________________
For Step 5-it reads as follows on this website:
“5. Additional Requirements/Physicals View Previous Requirements-Your document(s) have not
yet been received. Print, complete, and deliver them to your athletic administrator."
HOWEVERPlease do NOT bring them to the office-delivery to the office occurs only when the
parent/student has printed, completed, and UPLOADED the documents in this section.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------We have a new workstation in the front office, near the Activities/Athletic offices, for your
convenience should you need computer or scanning support for your registration process.

____________________________________________________________
Any questions, please email Susan Slavin at sslavin@tempeunion.org.
Thank you!

A family of schools — A community of learning
Tempe • McClintock • Marcos de Niza • Corona del Sol
Mountain Pointe • Desert Vista • Compadre

Applying To Selective Colleges Night
Wednesday, January 25, 2017
6:00 – 9:00 p.m.

Desert Vista High School’s Dr. Joe McDonald Auditorium
16440 South 32nd Street, Phoenix 85048
Tempe Union High School District’s sophomores, juniors and parents can learn details students will need when
choosing and applying to selective in-and-out-of-state colleges and universities their senior years.
Learn what selective colleges look for in an application,
the experience a liberal arts college provides and what Arizona offers our top students.

•
•
•
•

Presenters include:

Donna Evans, Arizona State University Barrett, The Honors College, Student Recruitment Coordinator
Jenni Keatseangsilp, University of Arizona Honors College, Assistant Director, Recruitment and Outreach
Steve McLaughlin, Duke University, Associate Dean of Admissions
Adam Webster, Carleton College, Associate Dean of Admissions

While there will be time to ask individual questions of the four colleges, the format of the event is planned
so that students applying to any selective school will benefit from the presentations.

