
 

 

 
“Excellence Through Performance” 

 
Dear Desert Vista Family, 
 
What an amazing first semester we had at Desert Vista!  Your children continue to amaze me 
every day with their dedication to academics and their extra-curricular activities; but more 
importantly, their care and concern for others.  Not only do they care about their friends and 
peers, they care about the world in which they live.  They fundraise and volunteer for local and 
global organizations, and travel to third world countries on mission trips to help others who are 
less fortunate.  I am honored and blessed to be your principal and appreciate your partnership 
in helping prepare your son and/or daughter for their future.  As we approach the holiday 
break, I wish only the best for you and your family, and hope and pray that all will experience 
true peace, joy, and contentment through the remaining year and throughout 2018! 
 
A HUGE thank you to the Teacher Appreciation Committee led by Kathryn Moroz.  Thank you 
Kathryn, Tammy Fielding, Chanelle DeGraff, Helen Baker, Cathy Anich, Ann Trent, Stephanie 
Hayden, Tori Sepiol, Beth Benkel, Lisa Mungia, Kathryn Moroz, Lyn Gerdis, Kelly Brown, Colleen 
Hanscome, Elizabeth Mahnke for organizing the amazing lunch, sweets and generous gifts that 
our staff received today!!  We are so very grateful. 
 
In case you happen to be in town over break, we have the following athletic events for you to 
attend: 
 
Boys’ Basketball 
December 26th 4:30pm at DV 
December 27th 4:30pm at DV 
December 28th 6:00pm at DV 
December 29th 6:00pm at DV 
 
Boys’ Soccer 
December 27th – 30th Varsity at Reach 11 Sports Complex 
January 3rd 4:00pm JV 6:00pm Varsity at DV  
January 5th 4:00pm JV 6:00pm Varsity at Chandler 
 
Girls’ Soccer  
December 27th – 30th Varsity at Reach 11 Sports Complex  
January 3rd 4:00pm JV 6:00pm Varsity at Hamilton 
January 5th 4:00pm JV 6:00pm Varsity at DV 



 

 

 
Wrestling  
December 22nd -23rd Moon Valley Tournament  
January 5th - 6th TOC Invitational at Peoria 
 
 
Have a wonderful and safe holiday break! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

 

Extra-Curricular Highlights: 
 

DV Cheer 
Congratulations to our DV Varsity Cheer team!  The team placed Runners-Up at AIA State 
Qualifiers and is headed to State in January. This will be the 2nd time in DV Cheer history that 
the team has qualified to compete at State.  The team also received a bid to USA Nationals 
2018, placing 2nd at USA regionals this past weekend.  Super job to these athletes!!  Keeping 
their spirits high!  
 



 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 

Alicia Werner, Sophomore 
Alicia Werner recently auditioned for and was accepted into a one-week intensive program for 
high school opera singers at the Metropolitan Opera in New York City.  This is the premier 
venue for Opera in the nation.  In February, Alicia will travel to NYC for a week of masterclasses 
and coaching from the professional staff of the Met, as well as recital performances by the high 
school participants, and a performance of La Boheme at the Met. The program is designed to 
"designed to inform and inspire developing young singers as they explore options for college or 
conservatory study and beyond." At fifteen and a sophomore, we're excited Alicia has earned 
this opportunity to explore the world of professional opera.  Congratulations, Alicia!! 
 

 
 

 
 
Anya Chaudry, Sophomore 
Anya Chaudhry, received "Best of Show" and 1st Place at the Tempe Festival of Arts earlier this 
month.  Great job, Anya! 
 
The Crafts students made Christmas cards to give to the children at the Phoenix Children's 
Hospital and the Art Club made Holiday cards to take to the Children's Hospital. 
 



 

 

Some of our Honors Art students and Drawing & Painting 3-4 students are currently working on 
Art pieces to submit to the Tempe Sister City Art Competition and are doing an amazing job. 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

Sports Highlights: 
 
Wrestling 
The varsity team took 2nd at the Coyote Open.  Every member contributed as we fell short by 
5.5 points.  We had four wrestlers in the finals with three coming away as champions! 
 
Tariq Hornbuckle - 120lb Champion 
Justice Smith - 145lb Champion 
Preston Cameau - 152lb Runner-up 
Brett Johnson - 285lb Champion 
 
Tariq and Justice were also named Outstanding Wrestlers in the event. 
 
Also competing in the JV portion of the tournament and winning their respective weight classes 
were: 
 
Tyson Martinez - 132lb Champion 
Alex Patterson - 138lb Champion 
 
Our next tournament will be held at Moon Valley HS.  Good luck, everyone!! 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

Boys Cross Country  
Congratulations to our Boys Cross Country team for finishing 8th in the country at the Nike Cross 
Country National meet!  It has been an amazing journey for this team as senior, Nick Thatcher, 
has captured so eloquently in his summary for the year (please click here to read his article).  
Congratulations to Coach Hanson, the athletes, and all the coaches for making history, by 
becoming the first Arizona boys team to ever qualify for Nike Cross Nationals.  What an 
incredible accomplishment and we are so proud of all of you!! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Project Rewind with NotMyKid     
Raising teenagers can bring much joy as well as many challenges.  In partnership with 
NotMyKid, we are working to be proactive in providing information to our students and parents 
to assist in maneuvering the teenage years successfully.  Below you will find some information 
in regards to Project Rewind, an early intervention solution for adolescents.   

http://www.thundercc.com/boys/article.aspx?id=3071


 

 

 



 

 

Tools for Teen Grief 
Hello Tempe Union Advocates for Our Kids,  
 
My name is Suzanne Whitaker and I am a parent of a Tempe Union student, an artist, and a 
teen facilitator with New Song for Grieving Children. Recently, our small group, Parents for 
Suicide Prevention, obtained a grant from Tempe Arts Commission with a matching "teacher of 
the month" grant from KTAR radio for the purpose of a grief journal workshop for teens in 
Tempe Union School District. I know you are very much aware about what our students are 
managing emotionally and they often do not take the time or know HOW to take the time to 
manage their stress, grief and anxiety. We've created an all day workshop for 24 
participants to gain some tools to manage grief, any "brand" of grief, and spend a day with 
other teens journaling, making art, sharing their stories, doing yoga, and going home with some 
healthy release exercises. Perhaps you have some students in mind who would benefit 
greatly? It's Saturday, January 27th, at Escalante Center (101 & Apache Blvd.), Tempe, AZ, 
from 10 am to 4 pm. 
 
Specifically, we will have teen speakers talking about their own journeys. Tatum Stolworthy, 
a Corona student who started "Aztec Strong" for suicide prevention, will be sharing regarding 
the loss of her friends. Other teens will be sharing stories regarding divorce or losing their 
friend group, for example. Lori Warnock, whose son, Mitch, died from suicide last year and is an 
English teacher at Mountain Pointe, will be prompting teen participants through journal writing 
and yoga and I will be guiding them through a collage project coinciding with their grief essays. 
The day will entail many opportunities for discussion in small groups. We hope to foster a very 
intimate setting with assurance that all sharing is confidential. Parents will need to give 
permission for their teen's attendance. 
 
Please view and FORWARD the attached flyer to anyone you think might benefit. There is a sign 
up link on the flyer, but I am sharing it here as 
well: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050849aeae2ca13-teen.  
And, we are grateful to our sponsors and hope to find more for financial support for future 
retreats.  
 
And, as always, we are so appreciative of all you do for our precious sons and daughters. If you 
have any questions, do not hesitate to call me at 480.334.1202. Thank you for your time and 

care. 
 
In gratitude, 
Suzanne Whitaker 
 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050849aeae2ca13-teen
tel:(480)%20334-1202


 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

College and University Information: 
 
College Visits 
College visits after fall break include USC, Colorado State, Columbia, and Carleton! Don't miss 
these opportunities! For more information and to sign up to attend, visit the Counseling 
Calendar. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

https://www.tempeunion.org/DV-Counseling-Calendar
https://www.tempeunion.org/DV-Counseling-Calendar


 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



 

 

Additional Information: 
 

Site Base Council Thunder Community Excellence Award Nominations 
Each quarter, the Site Base Council accepts nominations to recognize the outstanding 
contributions of a teacher, a classified staff member, a student, and a parent or member of the 
community.  Please click here to access the nomination form and submit your nomination to 
Ms. Shawna Thue. 

 
 
Peer Tutoring 
 

Did you know that we have Peer Tutoring before and after school? We accept walk-ins or you can 

schedule an appoint here https://booknow.appointment-plus.com/7r7rbvke/. See below for 

details.  

 

Desert Vista Peer Tutoring Organization (DVPTO) is a school-wide resource for Every Student in 

Every Subject. With 100-trained tutors and 8 teacher-supervisors, DVPTO offers quality peer 

tutoring services before and after school. In addition to tutoring, DVPTO offers a study hall for all 

students. 
 

Where:  Faculty Cafeteria 

  

Day  Times Available - Before School 
Times 

Available - 
After School 

Monday  N/A 3:15 – 4:15 p.m. 

Tuesday  7:15 – 8:15 a.m. 3:15 – 4:15 p.m. 

Wednesday 7:15 – 8:15 a.m. 2:15 – 3:15 p.m. 

Thursday 7:15 – 8:15 a.m. 3:15 – 4:15 p.m. 

Friday 7:15 – 8:15 a.m.   N/A 

   
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfIW94sgnaN6SQq0HIsfa12hKcnH5ZoLFnWEbOfKQdRUmNaoA/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://booknow.appointment-plus.com/7r7rbvke/


 

 

 
 
 

ATTENTION STUDENTS: Illegal Parking on 30th Street by the Park  
Please be advised that the Phoenix Police Department noted that students are illegally parking 
near the park on 30th Street by our school and they have received several complaints about the 
illegal parking.  They stated that they will need to start writing parking tickets if the illegal 
parking continues.  Desert Vista Administration is urging students not park in the posted "no 
parking" areas. 

 
 
Desert Vista Staff Appreciation Committee 
Hello DV Parents!  Please consider signing up to be part of our newly formed Desert Vista Staff 
Appreciation Committee!! We have plans to provide a nice luncheon for DV’s entire staff five 
times throughout the year! You can volunteer to help with set up, clean-up, or donation of 
cooked items or baked goods. Monetary donations will also be accepted through our DV 
Thunder Board booster organization. If you are interested in becoming a member of this 
committee, please let us know.  If everyone does a little, the outcome will be truly amazing! 
 

Please send your name, best email, and a note regarding your interest level 
to DVStaffAppreciation@gmail.com. Please also let us know the graduation year of your 

mailto:DVStaffAppreciation@gmail.com


 

 

son/daughter(s). Thank you in advance for your willingness to help show appreciation for our 
wondering staff here at DV! 

 
School ID’s for School Bus Riders:   Please make sure that your child has his or her student 

ID when getting on the bus as it is a requirement for them to show the driver their ID when 
riding the bus.  We ask that your child be cooperate and assist the driver so that the process 
can go as smoothly as possible for all involved.  Beginning on August 28th, students will be 
required to show an ID or they will be denied transportation.  Newly enrolled students will be 
allowed to show a printed schedule with a signature of an appropriate staff member until an ID 
has been issued.  We appreciate your continued efforts and support to ensure students are 
transported safely to and from school.  

 
Off Campus Parking – Vista Canyon Park and Lakewood 
The City of Phoenix Parks and Recreation has requested DVHS students not park in the small lot 
at Vista Canyon Park (aka DV Park) at 16020 South 30th Street during school hours due to 
concerns by residents there are no available parking spaces.   
 
Students who park in the Lakewood neighborhood east of Desert Vista on 33rd Street north of 
Liberty Lane (near the community pool) are requested to leave enough space for the trash and 
recycle garbage cans to be put out on Tuesdays, per the HOA Property Manager.  Also, you 
need to be considerate of the home owners and not block their driveways, parking a fair 
distance away from homes.  We ask students to be respectful at all times by word and action.  
We thank you in advance for assisting us in continuing to be respectful of our DVHS neighbors, 
their property and public access to the park.  Please continue to follow all traffic laws, driving 
responsibly, and not leaving any trash behind to help keep our community clean and safe.  

 

 
Student Drop Off and Pick Up 
Student drop off/pick up is coordinated at the student parking lot located off of Frye Road.  We 
ask that you please allow plenty of time for this process as well as being extremely careful and 
cautious during drop off and pick up.  We encourage early arrival so our students can frequent 
the library, get assistance from their teachers and/or attend our peer-to-peer tutoring program. 

 
 
Skateboards and Bicycle Racks  
We have skateboard and bicycle racks for students to secure their bikes or skateboards.  We 
ask that you have your child utilize this area and not lock their bike to fences and/or carry their 
skateboard around during school hours.  We are not able to allow this for safety reasons.  
Please assist us by providing your child with a lock. We appreciate your assistance as we 
support their mode of transportation, but need to adhere to the lock up and safety procedures. 
 



 

 

 

No Hoverboards on Campus 

The use of hoverboards - two-wheeled, self-balancing electric scooters – has recently risen in 
popularity.  Unfortunately, there are hazards associated with these devices, including fires, 
property damage, and injuries to riders and pedestrians.  With student and staff safety in mind, 
hoverboards may not be used, stored or charged on our campus. 
 

 

 
Desert Vista Cafeteria Information 
We are excited to share the following in regards to our cafeteria service to our families.  
1.  There is a point of sale system for Food Service.  It is user friendly and very innovative.  Even 
if we should lose network connection, we can continue to serve. 
2.  Families can go online and complete a free/reduced application which will be submitted 
directly into our system import. 
3.  We have an online payment site that will allow parents to set up an account and manage 
their student/s accounts.  It will show current balances, transaction viewing and payments can 
be made into accounts for less of a service charge. 
4.  All the nutrition data for our menu items are on our website. 
 
Please note:  All Free/Reduced Lunch applications need to be submitted to the Food & 
Nutrition department by September 7th for uninterrupted service. 
 
Click here for the link to Food & Nutrition on the district website. 
 
   
 

 
Silver Apple Award Nominations 2017-2018       
Please click here to nominate your favorite teacher! 

 
 
BOOKSTORE HOURS 
7:45am: Opens for the Day  
1:30pm – 2:00pm: Closed 
3:30pm: Closes for the Day 

 
 

http://www.schoolnutritionandfitness.com/index.php?sid=0208131455429577
http://www.azfamily.com/story/36234781/silver-apple-nominations-for-2017-18-school-year-open-now


 

 

Upcoming Pesticide Application – December 27, 2017 
 
 
GO THUNDER!!   
 
Respectfully, 
 
Christine Barela, Ed.D.                 
Principal      
       

                   
 
DVHS Mission: Desert Vista inspires a community of learning by demonstrating excellence in 
academics, arts and extra-curricular activities. 
DVHS Vision: We strive for excellence by engaging our community, promoting accountability, 
fostering responsibility, and encouraging life-long learning. 


