
 

 

 
“Excellence Through Performance” 

 
Dear Desert Vista Family, 
 
First quarter has flown by!  I would like to thank our parents, students and DV staff for 
embracing and continuing with our tradition of continued success with ‘Excellence Through 
Performance’ in all areas.  We started off the year with our recognition of excellence with being 
publicly awarded the A+ School of Excellence™.  What an incredible accomplishment for us all!!  
 
I had shared information with you in the September/October Desert Vista Storm Report 
newsletter about the upcoming school letter grades.  The state committee has finally approved, 
agreed on the formulas and graded each school in the state of Arizona.  These letter grades 
were due to be released on Monday, October 9th; however, the state decided to release them 
this afternoon.  I am pleased to share with you that Desert Vista earned the letter grade of an 
‘A’, and there were only 17% of high schools within the state that earned that grade.  I will be 
sending a more detailed letter to you later this weekend.  As with any data, we review, analyze 
and determine areas that we may need to improve upon.  We, at Desert Vista, are about 
continuous improvement for all, and in all areas.  I cannot thank you enough for your 
commitment and dedication to your child and school.   
 
We continue to partner with our Site Base Council, Student Council and Guidance Department 
and one of our main goals is providing information to students and parents regarding the social 
and emotional well-being our students.  During lunch last Friday, September 29th, there were 
several organizations on campus providing education and information to students on a variety 
of social and emotional wellness topics.  Many of our students took advantage of this learning 
opportunity.  As we continue to focus on this goal, we have some wonderful programs and 
upcoming events that will be held on our campus throughout the year.  For starters, the Tempe 
Union High School District received a three-year grant from the Governor’s Office of Youth, 
Faith and Family to implement the High School Health and Wellness (HSHW) program on all 
high school campuses throughout our district.  HSHW brings deeper and more impactful 
prevention and early intervention services to youth by embedding the services within the 
school. 
  
The goals of HSHW are to: 

 Prevent the onset of underage drinking, marijuana use, and prescription drug misuse 
and abuse among high school youth. 

 Utilize an evidence-based approach to increase awareness and education by 
encouraging healthy choices so that risky behaviors are prevented, reduced, or stopped. 



 

 

 Support schools and communities in creating a healthy and drug-free learning 
environment. 

 
We are fortunate to have our very own Desert Vista graduate, Ciera Davis, as our new Health 
and Wellness Coach!  Please see below to read more about her.  
 
SAVE THE DATE for #SOS:  Student Distress into Success 
This is an educational event for Kyrene, Tempe Elementary and Tempe Union High School 
District parents and community members that will be held on Monday, November 6th in Desert 
Vista’s Dr. Joe McDonald Auditorium.  This special town hall will focus on how to support 
students today and why connecting with them is critical to their success in both school and life. 

Here is a message from our Site Base Council who has been working very hard to assist with 
student success.  Here is way students can get involved:  

Desert Vista's excellence lies in the diversity of its students and their passions. Through 
championships and outstanding distinction awards, every one of us represents the past, 
present, and future legacy of Desert Vista. It is important to understand that with this success, 
of course, there may be some pressures and stress for students. It is for this reason that the 
feeling of community and family is vital - to emphasize that everyone has a support system on 
this campus. 

The Desert Vista Site Base Council in collaboration with students are launching a community-
wide campaign to spread kindness and acceptance! We want to remind students they always 
have a support system - their friends, peers, teachers, administration, and counseling. To 
achieve this, every student will be receiving a shirt with the slogan: “I Care, You Care, We 
Care”. 

We are looking for shirt designs with this motto. We are asking our talented students to design 
what these shirts look like. Designs will be due on 10/16/17 by 4:00 pm, and emailed to Mr. 
Snyder, tjsnyder@tempeunion.org. Please help us spread the love! Thank you for your support! 

 

PSAT Testing for all Freshman, Sophomore and Junior Students – Wednesday, October 
25th 
We will be administering the PSAT to all of our freshmen, sophomore and junior students on 
Wednesday, October 25, 2017.  We will have a special testing schedule with a late start for 
seniors.  The testing schedule is as follows: 
 
 8:20-12:20 - PSAT Test  
12:20-12:50 - Lunch  
12:55-1:14 - 1st hour  
 1:19-1:38 - 2nd hour 
 1:43-2:02 - 3rd hour 

mailto:tjsnyder@tempeunion.org


 

 

 2:07-2:26 - 4/5th hour 
 2:31-2:50 - 6th hour 
 2:55-3:14 - 7th hour 

 

 

Homecoming Dance: October 28th 
Homecoming is wonderful time to come together as a student body and show spirit by 
attending the football game and dance.  Hard work, planning and preparation by our student 
body council members and teacher sponsors go into planning this memorable occasion for our 
students.  In keeping with the high school tradition of having fun and embracing our safety first 
for all students, both during school hours and all extra-curricular activities, I would like to 
partner with you for the safety and well-being of our students.  While planning this exciting 
event with your child, I ask that you keep in mind that party buses are popular for some 
students to take to and from dances, but please know that not all companies have our students’ 
best interest at heart and/or do not know the school and parent expectations for such events.  I 
would like to recommend that each parent check the reputation of the company and driver, 
and discuss expectations with the driver when your child gets on the bus.  We will request that 
all buses drop students off at the entrance to the dance whereby an administrator and security 
guard will coordinate the exit of the students off of the bus.  Once parked, the administrator 
and security guard will search the bus.  If the bus driver does not comply, we will not allow 
those students to exit the bus and/or stay at the dance.  We thank you in advance for 
partnering with us to ensure a safe and fun time at our school events.  

 

 

Site Base Council Thunder Community Excellence Award Nominations 
Each quarter, the Site Base Council accepts nominations to recognize the outstanding 
contributions of a teacher, a classified staff member, a student, and a parent or member of the 
community.  Please click here to access the nomination form and submit your nomination to 
Ms. Shawna Thue. 
 
We are well into the fall season of our extra-curricular activities and I look forward to sending 
out more information to highlight all of our programs.  I would like to extend an invitation to all 
of you to attend one of our amazing extra-curricular events.  When you do, please make sure to 
stop and say hello, and let me know how things are going for you and your family.  Please click 
on the DV Activities Calendar or see the attached DV Sports Calendar, for upcoming events.  I 
look forward to seeing you there! 

 

https://docs.google.com/a/tuhsd.k12.az.us/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf3mamoKYGy5SREQMCBXwV8GHrAX7YUPRPWsjHVtlEBKRoiuw/viewform?formkey=dDl4U19DaHlrUndjQ19MSzJGbGRUeFE6MA
https://www.tempeunion.org/Page/1818


 

 

Health and Wellness Coach 
Ciera Davis is a new employee of the district as the Health and Wellness Coach. Ciera is a part of 
a statewide High School Health and Wellness grant through the Governor's Office of Youth, 
Faith and Family. The grant is designed to prevent the onset of youth alcohol and drug use. 
Ciera is a 2011 Desert Vista graduate and she recently graduated from the University of 
Southern California with her Master of Social Work degree where she spent time working with 
homeless and foster youth in the greater Los Angeles area. Happy to be back at home, she is 
looking to put her social work skills to use by creating a safer and healthier community for the 
students and their families in the district.   
 

 
 
 
 
National Merit and PSAT 
Congratulations to the following 27 Desert Vista students who are Commended Students in the 
2018 National Merit Scholarship Program. Commended Students placed among the top 50,000 
scorers of more than 1.6 million students who took the 2016 PSAT! Congratulations! 
 

Kaede Aoki    Adam Martin 
Kaden Brown    Alaina Mencinger 
Tara Buzinski    Alexandre Mignolet 
Gavin Chan    Nasim Mohandes 
Kevin Dai    Thomas Nick 
Yasser Dbeis    Nathan Raju 
Olivia DiGioia    Daniel Rho 
Alexander Gavrilov   Joshua Stoner 



 

 

Elyssa Goswick   Lily Thomas 
Maiti Grabow    Missy Tran 
Connor Greig    Jessica Westerham 
Lingfeng Guo    Elias Youssfi 
Sydney Harrison   Crystal Zhang 
Nathan Lock  

   

Extra-Curricular Highlights: 

 

Speech & Debate 
Desert Vista’s Speech and Debate Team started their season strong this month with 
outstanding results from their Congressional debaters. In early September, the Thunder had 
three students travel independently to Yale University to compete against over 200 of the top 
students in the United States. DV performed incredibly well as all three students advanced to 
the top 50, capped off by Junior Margaret Braun who placed third. All three students earned 
bids to the prestigious Tournament of Champions. This past weekend, back in Arizona, the 
Thunder performed excellently at The Prep Student Congress Tournament in Scottsdale. Desert 
Vista had nine student advance to the top 24 of the tournament taking five of the top six 
places. Senior Nathan Raju was the Thunder’s highest ranked student placing second. DV will be 
back in action after fall break when they head to Red Mountain High School.   
 
Congratulations everyone!           
 
Full Results  
Yale  
Jackson Wakefield - Semifinalist (Top 48) 
Ethan Xie - Finalist (Top 24) 
Margaret Braun - 3rd place 
 
The Prep Student Congress Tournament  
Tamira Daniely - Finalist (Top 24) 
Elyssa Goswick - Finalist (Top 24) 
Hunter McCormick - Finalist (Top 24) 
Ethan Xie - Finalist (Top 24) 
Edin Gustin - 6th place 
Jackson Wakefiel - 5th place 
Margaret Braun 4th Place 
Monica Essig Aberg - 3rd Place 
Nathan Raju - 2nd Place 

 
 
 



 

 

Young Dems 
The Young Democrats club is a club that helps kids become politically active in their community. 
We provide opportunities to get students into the community through volunteering for 
candidates, unions, and registering voters. We engage in club discussions, where students can 
openly express their opinions and beliefs with like-minded people of the same age. We also 
have guest speakers come in to talk about what it means to be politically active and the events 
going on around the country. At our last meeting Jevin Hodge, Vice Chair of the Arizona 
Democratic Party and Berdetta Hodge, TUHSD Governing Board Member, were our first guest 
speakers.  
 

 
 

 
DV Book Club 

President, Lindsey Reed 

Desert Vista Book Club is off to a great start this year.  The club just finished its second book, 
and has picked a third to read over the break.  Two meetings are held per month.  During the 
first meeting, members discuss the finished book and vote on a new one.  Two weeks later, a 
short check-in meeting is held to make sure that everyone is on track.  Over the past three 
years, membership has grown more than 600%.  Book club is filled with interesting discussions 
and fun people.  We hope to continue to grow our membership next quarter.  
 

Wish Week Results 
Desert Vista Student Council would like to thank everyone who donated and/or helped raise 
money and awareness for our Wish Week fundraiser to benefit the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation. Together, we raised over $5,200 to help grant a wish for a child with a life-
threatening illness. 
 



 

 

The winning class of our third hour competition was Mr. Silva's class, who brought in a total of 
$370.89. His class will receive a pizza party courtesy of Student Council for their tremendous 
contribution! 
 
Third hour competition runners-up include: 
Mr. Bezkorovainy - $280.61 
Mr. Banach - $250.25 
Mrs. Hoffman - $225.90 
 
As a DV community, we raised more than DOUBLE our funds from last year, which is an amazing 
accomplishment made possible by the generous staff and student body. 
 
 
 

STEM Night at the Ballpark 
Congratulations to Dan Zavaleta and his solar car students for being selected as one of the 
recipients of an Arizona Diamondbacks STEM Grant in partnership with Chase!  This grant 
award included a special pre-game recognition before the D-backs game on Friday, September 
22nd v. Miami Marlins and a check for $2,500.  Congratulations!! 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Sports Highlights: 
 
Swim & Dive 
This past Saturday the Desert Vista Swim and Dive Teams played host to 17 teams at the 
3rd annual Thunder Pitchfork Invitational at the Mona Plummer Aquatic Center at ASU.  The 
teams took advantage of arguably the fastest pool in the state swimming and diving their way 
to 70% season best times or scores, 34 lifetime personal best times or scores, winning 8 
individual events and 7 of 8 relay races.  As a whole, it was our best effort and result(s) of the 
season.  A truly great day as we head into the last month of our season.  
  
Women: 
The women were led by recent Duke University commit Shea Nicolaisen winning both of her 
individual races (200 Freesyle 1:53.71 / 500 Freestyle 4:56.51).  Also winning their events where 
Isabelle Lombardi (Diving / 340.10), Shelby Nicolaisen (200 individual medley / 2:14.85), Lauren 
Lindsey (100 Freestyle / 54.34), and Peyton Garvy (100 Backstroke / 1:02.72).  In addition, 10 
other women placed in the top 3 of their individual races. In all, the women swam and dove 



 

 

their way to an amazing 2 automatic and 20 provisional state qualifying times / scores while 
winning their first invitational of the season!  
  
Men: 
Similar to the lady Thunder, the men also won their first Invitational win of the year recording 2 
automatic and 12 provisional state qualifying times. Leading the way and winning their 
individual events were Brevin Bartsch (100 Freestyle / 48.25) and Dawson Tupponce (100 
Butterfly / 52.91). The times posted by Brevin and Dawson cracked the all-time top 10 list in DV 
history! An amazing effort for this time of the season. The men also put up 7 performances in 
the top 3 of their individual events. The relays continued to be a strength for the men while 
winning all three events and securing their top 10 positions in the state.  
  
Next up with be the Fish Bowl matchup vs. Mountain Pointe on Thursday, October 5th at the 
Nozomi Aquatic Center @ 4:00 p.m. 
  
Go Thunder!! 
 

 

 
 
Girls Volleyball 
The 2017 season is well underway for the DV Girls Volleyball program.  All three teams are 
working hard and showing great improvements as the season progresses.  The freshmen team 
has a record 7-4 and is loaded with talent. The JV team is a force to be reckoned with on the 
court, and their record is 6-5.  The talented varsity team has competed strong in regular season 
matches, as well as the Nike and Westwood tournaments. The team will travel to San Diego for 
the Hudl Tournament over fall break. They are currently 15-12 this season. 
  
Senior night is on Thursday, October 19th, for the 3 seniors; Madi Garner, Alex DePriest, and 
Abby Hansen.  The annual Dig Pink event for the SideOut Foundation will be held on Monday, 
October 23rd in the Storm Center.  Entering its 10th year of our Ahwatukee friendly rivalry vs. 
Mountain Pointe, this wonderful outreach volleyball event benefits breast cancer research.  The 
schools have raised over $91,000 over the last decade, and have been recognized as one of the 
top 5 earning events in the USA.  Our goal is to reach the $100K mark this year.  There are 
awesome raffle prizes to be won, so purchase your tickets from any DV volleyball player- $5 



 

 

each, or 5 tickets for $20.  You may also make a donation to the SideOut Foundation through 
this website:    https://giving.side-out.org/campaigns/12916 
  
Come out and cheer on your Desert Vista Girls Volleyball teams!  WE ARE THUNDER! 
 

 
 

 
 

https://giving.side-out.org/campaigns/12916


 

 

 
 
 
Boys Cross Country 
Senior, Reece Donihi 

On Saturday, September 23rd, the boys returned from their success at Woodbridge to local 
competition. The 45th annual Doug Conley Invitational was held on the almost pancake flat 
Shalimar Country Club Golf Course in Tempe. Held under warmer conditions as opposed to last 
week, the course certainly posed a challenge for pacing. 
 
The first race of the day was the combined Non-Varsity 5k. This race saw almost all of our boys 
(minus the seven in the Varsity) compete together in the earliest race. Scoring for the team 
were Freshman Martin Fuller (17:17.0), Juniors Ceth Reeves (17:22), Marshall Smith (17:33), 
Milan Patel (17:40), and David Syms (17:42.5) followed closely behind by Sophomore Nico 
Perciballi (17:42.8) and Junior Will Strickland (17:43). These efforts brought the boys a 3rd place 
finish with a score of 102 points. 
 
Following the Non-Varsity 5k came the Elite 5k. This was the final race of the day and the 
weather was surprisingly nice for the Arizona desert. The Varsity boys team was led by Juniors 
Travis Kearney (15:56) and Lee Nasawytewa (15:59). Following the duo came Seniors J Iannone 
(16:19), Jack Willems (17:07), Junior Neal Saxena (17:22), Senior Grant Cuyler (17:25), and 
Junior Carter Sokolovich (17:36). These boys brought together an eighth place finish with 207 
points against strong in-state competition. 
 



 

 

Check back here later this week as the boys travel to Casa Grande on Friday to compete in the 
highly anticipated pre-regional meet: Desert Twilight.  GO THUNDER!! 
 
 
Senior, Nick Thatcher 

The Desert Vista Thunder once again asserted their dominance at the Desert Twilight Classic, 
held September 29th at Casa Grande. This meet is especially beloved because of its fun and 
exciting atmosphere (the meet features a special area with bass-heavy dance music, DJ, and 
strobe lights), and the opportunity it brings to run a blistering fast 5k time. The course is held 
on soccer fields and a golf course, so there is almost no inclines whatsoever. Under these 
conditions, this year’s Twilight was a remarkably successful night for the Desert Vista Thunder. 
  
The entire team was represented at this meet, running in the Freshman Open, Large School 
Open, and Sweepstakes races. 
  
The first race of the evening was the Freshman Open, where our boys placed a commendable 
5th place finish. Leading this team of freshman was Martin Fuller (17:39.3) in 4th place, 
followed by Luke Nagli (18:59.8) in 20th, Chris Broze (19:51.3) in 39th, Justin Perillo (20:02.7) in 
44th, and Connor Donihi (20:40.3) in 82nd. 
  
Following the freshman was the Boy’s Large-School Open, in which the DVCC boys won with a 
convincing 50 points. This race saw Desert Vista nab the first two places, with junior Lee 
Nasewytewa winning in a time of 16:09.4 and fellow junior Travis Kearney finishing second in 
16:25.4. They were followed by senior J Iannone (16:46.7) in 4th, senior Michael Tuli (16:59.7) 
in 10th, and senior Jack Willems (17:11.7) in 18th. 
  
The final race of the evening was the extremely competitive Sweepstakes race, which featured 
teams that had travelled from Colorado, Texas, Washington, Nevada, California, New Mexico, 
and even Hawaii. This wide range of teams combined to form a formidable field; nevertheless, 
the DV Thunder triumphed over all, including last year’s returning champions from Eastwood 
High School. This victorious squad was led off by senior Reece Donihi who, once again, set a 
new school record, this time in the 5k. He ran a 15:18.4 which placed him 13th. He was 
followed by senior Habs Cheney in 14th place in 15:19.8, which also would have been a new 
school record. Shortly after came super-sophomore Sammy Van Alstine (15:21.4) in 16th, senior 
D’Angelo Piasecki (15:29.0) in 21st, senior Bryce Schmisseur (15:36.2) in 28th, senior Aksel 
Laudon (15:36.3) in 29th, and senior Nick Thatcher (15:43.1) in 38th. 
  
Scoring 71 points to Eastwood’s 107, our top-5 scoring runners ran an average of 15:24.8. This 
is the fastest average 5k time in the nation, and is 4 seconds faster than Loudoun Valley, who 
just so happens to be the #1 ranked team in the nation. While it is worth mentioning that is is 
hard to compare times between different meets and different conditions, this still shows how 
formidable a team Desert Vista is. We are one of THE BEST teams in the entire nation. 
 
  



 

 

Thank you to all the coaches and parents for your time and effort, the whole team appreciates 
all that you do for us. 
 
  
The next meet will be the October 13th Titan Invitational, held at the Crossroads Park in Gilbert. 
GO THUNDER!! 
 

 
 
 
 

Peer Tutoring 
 

Did you know that we have Peer Tutoring before and after school? We accept walk-ins or you 

can schedule an appoint here https://booknow.appointment-plus.com/7r7rbvke/. See 

below for details.  

 

Desert Vista Peer Tutoring Organization (DVPTO) is a school-wide resource for Every 

Student in Every Subject. With 100-trained tutors and 8 teacher-supervisors, DVPTO offers 

quality peer tutoring services before and after school. In addition to tutoring, DVPTO offers a 

study hall for all students. 
 

Where:  Faculty Cafeteria 

  

Day  Times Available - Before School 
Times 

Available - 
After School 

Monday  N/A 3:15 – 4:15 p.m. 

Tuesday  7:15 – 8:15 a.m. 3:15 – 4:15 p.m. 

Wednesday 7:15 – 8:15 a.m. 2:15 – 3:15 p.m. 

Thursday 7:15 – 8:15 a.m. 3:15 – 4:15 p.m. 

Friday 7:15 – 8:15 a.m.   N/A 

   
 
 

https://booknow.appointment-plus.com/7r7rbvke/


 

 

 
 
 

Desert Vista Staff Appreciation Committee 
Hello DV Parents!  Please consider signing up to be part of our newly formed Desert Vista Staff 
Appreciation Committee!! We have plans to provide a nice luncheon for DV’s entire staff five 
times throughout the year! You can volunteer to help with set up, clean-up, or donation of 
cooked items or baked goods. Monetary donations will also be accepted through our DV 
Thunder Board booster organization. If you are interested in becoming a member of this 
committee, please let us know.  If everyone does a little, the outcome will be truly amazing! 
 

Please send your name, best email, and a note regarding your interest level 
to DVStaffAppreciation@gmail.com. Please also let us know the graduation year of your 
son/daughter(s). Thank you in advance for your willingness to help show appreciation for our 
wondering staff here at DV! 
 
 

SENIOR JERSEY ORDERS - UPDATE !! 

Round #2 - If you ordered & paid for your Senior Jersey during the 2nd round of orders, 

your jersey will arrive the week after Fall Break. 

mailto:DVStaffAppreciation@gmail.com


 

 

Round #3 - The Senior Jersey order link will be made available on the main DV webpage for 

one LAST ordering opportunity starting Tuesday, October 3rd. Visit our bookstore to make 

payment. Final payments & orders will be accepted through October 18th, and this 3rd 
round of jerseys will be delivered in late November. 

 



 

 

 
 

  
 

 



 

 

College and University Information: 
 
College Visits 
College visits after fall break include USC, Colorado State, Columbia, and Carleton! Don't miss 
these opportunities! For more information and to sign up to attend, visit the Counseling 
Calendar. 

 
If you are interested in going to a California school in the UC system like Berkeley or UCLA, now 
is your chance to learn more! Representatives from eight UC schools will be at Corona the 
evening of Wednesday, October 25! Space is limited, so register now 
at https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B3BKPiP9Y2CaOHkyUUR3Q1BZbjg/view 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.tempeunion.org/DV-Counseling-Calendar
https://www.tempeunion.org/DV-Counseling-Calendar
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B3BKPiP9Y2CaOHkyUUR3Q1BZbjg/view


 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

ACT and SAT Test Prep Seminars 
 

 
 
 

 
Additional Information: 
 
School ID’s for School Bus Riders:   Please make sure that your child has his or her student 

ID when getting on the bus as it is a requirement for them to show the driver their ID when 
riding the bus.  We ask that your child be cooperate and assist the driver so that the process 
can go as smoothly as possible for all involved.  Beginning on August 28th, students will be 
required to show an ID or they will be denied transportation.  Newly enrolled students will be 



 

 

allowed to show a printed schedule with a signature of an appropriate staff member until an ID 
has been issued.  We appreciate your continued efforts and support to ensure students are 
transported safely to and from school.  

 
Off Campus Parking – Vista Canyon Park and Lakewood 
The City of Phoenix Parks and Recreation has requested DVHS students not park in the small lot 
at Vista Canyon Park (aka DV Park) at 16020 South 30th Street during school hours due to 
concerns by residents there are no available parking spaces.   
 
Students who park in the Lakewood neighborhood east of Desert Vista on 33rd Street north of 
Liberty Lane (near the community pool) are requested to leave enough space for the trash and 
recycle garbage cans to be put out on Tuesdays, per the HOA Property Manager.  Also, you 
need to be considerate of the home owners and not block their driveways, parking a fair 
distance away from homes.  We ask students to be respectful at all times by word and action.  
We thank you in advance for assisting us in continuing to be respectful of our DVHS neighbors, 
their property and public access to the park.  Please continue to follow all traffic laws, driving 
responsibly, and not leaving any trash behind to help keep our community clean and safe.  

 

Student Drop Off and Pick Up 
Student drop off/pick up is coordinated at the student parking lot located off of Frye Road.  We 
ask that you please allow plenty of time for this process as well as being extremely careful and 
cautious during drop off and pick up.  We encourage early arrival so our students can frequent 
the library, get assistance from their teachers and/or attend our peer-to-peer tutoring program. 

 
 
Skateboards and Bicycle Racks  
We have skateboard and bicycle racks for students to secure their bikes or skateboards.  We 
ask that you have your child utilize this area and not lock their bike to fences and/or carry their 
skateboard around during school hours.  We are not able to allow this for safety reasons.  
Please assist us by providing your child with a lock. We appreciate your assistance as we 
support their mode of transportation, but need to adhere to the lock up and safety procedures. 
 
 

No Hoverboards on Campus 

The use of hoverboards - two-wheeled, self-balancing electric scooters – has recently risen in 
popularity.  Unfortunately, there are hazards associated with these devices, including fires, 
property damage, and injuries to riders and pedestrians.  With student and staff safety in mind, 
hoverboards may not be used, stored or charged on our campus. 
 

 

 



 

 

Desert Vista Cafeteria Information 
We are excited to share the following in regards to our cafeteria service to our families.  
1.  There is a point of sale system for Food Service.  It is user friendly and very innovative.  Even 
if we should lose network connection, we can continue to serve. 
2.  Families can go online and complete a free/reduced application which will be submitted 
directly into our system import. 
3.  We have an online payment site that will allow parents to set up an account and manage 
their student/s accounts.  It will show current balances, transaction viewing and payments can 
be made into accounts for less of a service charge. 
4.  All the nutrition data for our menu items are on our website. 
 
Please note:  All Free/Reduced Lunch applications need to be submitted to the Food & 
Nutrition department by September 7th for uninterrupted service. 
 
Click here for the link to Food & Nutrition on the district website. 
 
   
 

ATTENTION: Juniors and Seniors 
If you regularly (or even occasionally) carpool, bike, bus or walk to school, we encourage you to 
register as a 2017-18 Alternative Mode User (AMU) in our Tempe Union High School District 
Trip Reduction Program. Once registered as an AMU, you will be entered in our monthly prize 
drawings to win such things as movie tickets and gift cards!!! 
 
Please click here to become a registered AMU for this school year. It's quick & easy - 
and you could be our next prize winner!!! 
 

 

 
Silver Apple Award Nominations 2017-2018       
Please click here to nominate your favorite teacher! 

 
 
BOOKSTORE HOURS 
7:45am: Opens for the Day  
1:30pm – 2:00pm: Closed 
3:30pm: Closes for the Day 

 
 

http://www.schoolnutritionandfitness.com/index.php?sid=0208131455429577
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdeR_TqnYIjfvGsTXIZc4SVrHafPIQ6zcNDtO9m4TxTRs8law/viewform
http://www.azfamily.com/story/36234781/silver-apple-nominations-for-2017-18-school-year-open-now


 

 

Upcoming Pesticide Application – October 25, 2017 
 
 

GO THUNDER!!   
 
Respectfully, 
 
Christine Barela, Ed.D.                 
Principal      
       

                   
 
DVHS Mission: Desert Vista inspires a community of learning by demonstrating excellence in 
academics, arts and extra-curricular activities. 
DVHS Vision: We strive for excellence by engaging our community, promoting accountability, 
fostering responsibility, and encouraging life-long learning. 


