
 

 

 
“Excellence Through Performance” 

 
Dear Desert Vista Family, 
 
Thank you for sending and preparing your student(s) for AzMerit and Science AIMS!  It has 
helped tremendously with the logistics of testing all of our students.   
 
Prom is coming up on Saturday, April 28th from 7:30pm-10:30pm (as required by the location) 
at The Venue in Scottsdale.  It is a wonderful time to come together to enjoy music and 
dancing.  Hard work, planning and preparation by our student body council members and 
teacher sponsors go into planning this memorable occasion for our students.  In keeping with 
the high school tradition of having fun and embracing our safety first for all students, both 
during school hours and all extra-curricular activities, I would like to partner with you for the 
safety and well-being of our students.  While planning this exciting event with your child, I ask 
that you keep in mind that party buses are popular for some students to take to and from 
dances, but please know that not all companies have our students’ best interest at heart and/or 
do not know the school and parent expectations for such events.  I would like to recommend 
that each parent check the reputation of the company and driver, and discuss expectations with 
the driver when your child gets on the bus.  We will request that all buses drop students off at 
the entrance to the dance whereby an administrator and security guard will coordinate the exit 
of the students off of the bus.  Once parked, the administrator and security guard will search 
the bus.  If the bus driver does not comply, we will not allow those students to exit the bus 
and/or stay at the dance.  We thank you in advance for partnering with us to ensure a safe and 
fun time at our school events.  
 
We have many wonderful activities planned for our seniors and desire all to enjoy.  If you are a 

parent of a senior, I ask that you partner with us to encourage a strong finish until the end, both 

academically and behaviorally.  We have had thoughtful, positive and impactful leadership from 

our seniors and expect them to finish strong!  With that being said, please talk to your senior 

and encourage good choices that follow district and school policies, including ‘senior pranks’. 

Please know that we do not tolerate ‘senior pranks’ and I ask that they do not put us in a 

position that would compromise their enjoyment and participation of all the fun senior 

activities that are planned.  Thank you for your partnership as we strive for all to be successful!  

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
ATTN: Senior Parents and Seniors 
Please see the attached parent letter and calendar regarding graduation activities.  The final 
testing bell schedule is being revised and will be sent out to families in the near future. 

  
 

Extra-Curricular Highlights: 
Winterguard – State Silver Medalists 

Congratulations to the DV Winterguard for placing 2nd at the WGAZ State Championships at 
the Wells Fargo Arena at Arizona State University!  Thank you to students, Coach Keith Casey 
and his staff for a job well done!  We are so proud of you!!  

 

 
 



 

 

Megan Chen, Sophomore 

We are pleased to announce that the Megan has earned National Medals in the 2018 Scholastic 
Art & Writing Awards, presented by the alliance for Young Artists & Writers.  She was selected 
by creative professionals as the most accomplished in the nation.  This year, nearly 350,000 
works of art and writing were submitted.  Less than 1% were recognized at the national level.  
Students receiving top Awards have been invited to attend a ceremony at the world-famous 
Carnegie Hall on June 7th and to participate in showcase events at Parsons School for Design at 
the New School and Pratt Institute’s Pratt Manhattan Gallery in New York City.  We’re so proud 
to have Megan represent our school in the year’s Scholastic Art & Writing Awards.  
Congratulations!! 

 

 

2018 Aspirations Award Recipients 

Congratulations to Emily Carney, Junior, and Olivia Selby-Tomaszewicz, Junior, for being 
selected as 2018 Aspirations Award Recipients!  The National Center for Women in Technology 
(NCWIT) Aspirations in Computing award recipients are chosen for their demonstrated interest 
and achievements in computing, proven leadership ability, academic performance, and plans 
for post-secondary education.  Great job, ladies!! 

 



 

 

    
 
 
Music Club 
Music Club has had yet another successful performance at Ironwood Library! They received a 
lot of positive feedback from the audience, with children dancing and families sitting down to 
watch them.  The club will continue performing to spread their passion for music and inspire 
our community to learn music!  
Great job to the performers and thank you for coming to hear your children perform!!  
 



 

 

 
 

 
HOSA 
The Desert Vista HOSA team recently returned from the Arizona HOSA State Leadership 
Conference in Tucson, where 46 DV students competed in several different events against over 
2,800 students from high schools and CTE programs across the state.  
 
We are proud to announce another amazing year of accomplishments for our students, who all 
work hard and study independently for their events. Many of our students placed in the Top 5 
for their events! Please see the summary below. All students who placed in the top 3 for their 
events have qualified to represent Arizona at the National Leadership Conference in Dallas, 
Texas this June.  
 
Behavioral Health: 2nd place: Jody Zhu; 3rd place Kailyn Riggs 
Creative Problem Solving: 1st place Kaden Brown, Yasser Dbeis, Vinayak Parthasarathy, Elias 
Youssfi; 4th place Anya Chaudhry, Jess Condon, Sonia Dias, Alexandra Rodriguez 
Dental Terminology: 1st place Iris Cheng 
Epidemiology: 2nd place Amy Fan; 5th place Allison Steedman 
Forensics Medicine: 1st place Max Jiam, Natalie Kho; 3rd place Olivia DiGioia, Sonia Velu 
Human Growth & Development: 2nd place Jessica Wang; 3rd place Julie Fan 
Medical Law & Ethics: 5th place Ryan Hoang 
Medical Math: 2nd place Nathan Zhang 
Nutrition: 1st place Missy Tran 
Pathophysiology: 2nd place Michelle Wei 
 



 

 

Public Service Announcement: 4th place Nicole Burton, Jessica Jung, Alexis Kim, Daniel Kim, 
Jannie Nam 
Transcultural Healthcare: 2nd place Megan Chen 
 
Congratulations, everyone!!  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Engineering 
 

 
Pictured: Cole Barnett, Nate Clark, Gavin Chan, Liz Wu and Caleb Redshaw. 
 



 

 

 
 

Desert Engineers “Gizmo” Project 
 
The “Gizmo” is a device created by the Desert Engineers team at Desert Vista High School. The 
purpose of this device is to give people with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) a 
customizable, versatile, easy to use gadget that occupies the part of their mind that needs 
stimulation when they’re trying to focus. It uses haptic motors and programming within the 
device to prompt the user for input, unlike other products such as the fidget spinner or fidget 
cube, which allow the user to fiddle with the toys at their own accord. This 3D printed device has 
four buttons that each have their own vibration motor inside, and is programmed to have one 
button vibrate one to three times. The user then presses the button the same amount of times 
that it vibrated, and the code moves randomly to another button.  
 
Desert Engineers met with the Desert Vista High School Psychologist, Ms. Marie Ramnarine, to 
present the ideas and prototypes, and gain valuable feedback. She pointed out many things that 
have the potential to be changed or improved. The team has already been considering 
problems like the amount of noise the buttons make when vibrating against rigid material and is 
experimenting with flexible 3D printing filament and its potential sound absorbance to solve the 
issue. The project has much room for customization such as adjusting the programming to 
change the motor pattern, speed, and number of vibrations. While this invention is still in its 
prototyping phase, the Desert Engineers hope to bring it to classrooms, partnered with Desert 
Vista’s Special Education Department, to test its effectiveness and see what could be improved 
for future models. 



 

 

 
 
Mobile Robotics 
Congratulations to the Freshmen Team for receiving the top score of the day!  They were one of 
four teams competing. 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
Orchestra 
The DV Strings once again represented Desert Vista well in Anaheim, California.  They 
participated in two national music festivals and came away with top honors, including 12 
trophies, 3 plaques and 2 certificates. 
 
The Festival of Music results were:  Guitar Ensemble - 1st place, Chamber Orchestra - 1st Place. 
Symphony Orchestra -1st Place 
Overall High School Orchestra Award 
 
World Strides Heritage Festival results: 
Chamber Orchestra - 1st Place Gold Award for the chamber orchestra category with an almost 
perfect score of 99/100 
Symphony Orchestra - 1st Place Gold Award for the Symphony Orchestra category 
Guitar Ensemble - Silver Award 
Chamber Orchestra - Adjudicator Award for having the Highest Chamber Orchestra Award 
Symphony Orchestra - Adjudicator Award for having the Highest Symphony Orchestra Award 
Outstanding Orchestra Group - Chamber Orchestra 
Sweepstakes for Instrumental Program  



 

 

Received two Certificates for our 7th Invitation to Perform at the National Instrumental Festival 
of Gold - (only Gold awarded groups are invited) 
Individual Plaques for Outstanding Solos:  Maestro Awards - Jessica Westerham, Alexis Kim, Iris 
Cheng, and Jonathan Pak 
 
 

 
 
 

 
2018 NSPA Honor Roll of Student Journalists 
Congratulations to our students, Mikayla Adel and Maya Coro, who have been selected for 
National Scholastic Press Association's 2018 Journalism Honor Roll. This achievement 
recognized student journalists for staying focused on their academic career, with a grade point 
average of 3.5 or higher, as well as balancing the rigors of being active on our media staffs for 
two or more years.  A complete list of Honor Roll inductees will be printed in next year's Best of 
the High School Press, the NSPA annual publication showcasing award-winning student work. 
The list is also available on the Awards page of the nspa.studentpress.org website.  "The 
student's dedication to scholastic journalism and academic excellence has earned them this 
prestigious honor," said Gary Lundgren, Associate Director of NSPA.   Great job, ladies!! 
 

http://nspa.studentpress.org/


 

 

   

 
 

 
Sports Highlights: 
Spring National Signing Day: April 11, 2018 
Congratulations to the following student-athletes! 
 
Avery Fisher; Swim-Millikin University, IL 
Garret Chance; Swim-ASU 
Justice Panton; Baseball-Chandler Gilbert CC 
Leon Ramos; Baseball-University of Sioux Falls, SD 
Lauren Loughran; Soccer-Yavapai CC 
Logan Rabasca; Soccer-Yavapai CC 
Peyton Kasper; Golf-Eckerd College, St. Petersburg FL 
Jillian Lombardi; Track-Northeastern University, Boston 
Jenna Figueroa; Track-NAU 
Breanna Poe; Track-University of Hawaii 
Jaztyne Griffin; Track-Central Arizona College, Casa Grande 
Connal Saxena; Track-Colorado School of Mines 
Bryce Schmisseur; Track/Cross Country, Grand Canyon University 
 



 

 

  
 

 

2018 Sports360AZ All-Academic Boys Soccer First Team: Brendan Hicks 
Please join me in congratulating senior, Brendan Hicks, for being named to the 1st Team 2018 
All-Academic Boys Soccer Team for Arizona!   

Sports360AZ reached out to every AIA high school soccer coach and athletic director in the 
state requesting nominations based on performance in the classroom. We also opened up 
nominations to parents and players as well. This is the only way to be named to the all-
academic team. After hundreds of nominations for the winter sports teams, we are excited to 
present the All-Academic Boys Soccer Team! 

2018 Sports360AZ All-Academic Boys Soccer First Team: 

Brendan Hicks – Desert Vista – 4.57 weighted GPA 

 
All City 
Congratulations the Winter Sports Tempe All-City Association winners!!  The following student-
athletes earned this prestigious award: 

 
Boys Soccer 



 

 

Parker Lischwe 
Maximos Wennes  
Brendan Hicks 
Tyrone Iannone  
Logan Rabasca 
   
Girls Soccer 
Sophia Budge   
Megan Brouse   
Hannah Minch 
Lauren Loughran  
Isabella Glavin  
Amanda Green  
 
Wrestling 
Rahshaan Taylor 
Tariq Hornbuckle 
Armando Delgado 
Brett Johnson  
Jesus Rivera 
 
Boys Basketball 
Tyrek Chambers  
Wesley Harris 

   
 
Softball 
Congratulations the freshman, JV and varsity softball teams for a wonderful season!  Thank you 
to the players and coaches for your dedication and commitment to the program and to our 
parents for your continued support! 
 
 

Baseball 
Varsity Baseball head into the playoffs this Saturday, April 28th, at Sandra Day O’Connor 
starting at 11:00am.  We wish you the best of luck!!  

 
Track 
Tuesday (4/17) and Thursday (4/19) Desert Vista hosted the Tempe City Track and Field 
Championships. All six Tempe Union schools came out both nights to compete. The meet is not 
scored, but all three divisions are invited to participate with up to 12 entries per event between 
varsity, JV, and freshmen.  Tuesday night, Jillian Lombardi broke her own school record for 
Long Jump with a massive 18' 10.75" leap. Many athletes took home not one but two individual 
titles. Both the girls and boys relay teams finished strong by taking both mid-distance titles in 



 

 

the 4x4 and 4x8. Hurdle superstars, Emma McCutchen and Ethan Wright, swept all four titles. 
Both DV boys and girls claimed the Disc and Shot titles while DV Girls took 6 of the 7 field event 
titles. Way to go Thunder! 

City Champions: 

Listed are the 1st place finishers and their events. City Champions are invited to a special dinner 
to honor them at the end of the season. Congrats to our City Champs!! 

Girls Boys 
Reina Ferra (200, 400) 

Kelly Harris (3200) 

Emma McCutchen (100H, 300H) 

Sydni Nedza (4x4, 4x8) 

Soraya Holley (4x4, 4x8) 

Sierra Doty (4x4) 

Neveah Lightfoot (4x4) 

Natalie Lewkowitz (4x8) 

Keilani Fang (4x8) 

Jaztyne Griffin (SP, DT) 

Jamelah Carswell (HJ) 

Sevanna Hanson (PV) 

Jillian Lombardi (LJ, TJ) 

Gabriel Deutsch (400, 4x4) 

Habtamu Cheney (3200) 

Ethan Wright (110H, 300H, 4x4) 

Conall Saxena (4x4) 

Nate Hernandez (4x4) 

David Neighbors (4x8) 

Bodin Lay (4x8) 

Samuel Van Alstine (4x8) 

Carter Sokolovic (4x8) 

Deshon Toney (SP) 

Marcos Figueroa (DT) 

Top Athletes from City Meet:  
These athletes have met the DV standard for Varsity and the provisional qualifying mark for the 
State Tournament during the City Meet*. Congratulations to all, your hard work and dedication 
to your sport are reflected in your marks!  

Girls: Reina Ferra (100, 200, 400), Breanna Poe (100, 200, 400), Jillian Lombardi (100, LJ, TJ), 
Sierra Doty (200, 400, 4x4), Kelly Harris (1600, 3200), Holly Hansen (3200), Eve Boardman 
(3200), Quinn Boardman (3200), Emma McCutchen (100H, 300H, HJ, LJ), Sevanna Hanson 
(100H, PV), Amiya Kaminski (300H), Mariah Thompson (4x1), Mackenzie Nichols (4x1), Sarah 
Erramuzpe (4x1), Aria Taylor (4x1), Alyssa Bandin (4x1), Azana Ammons (4x1), Maya Smith 
(4x1), Olivia Spencer (4x1), Sydni Nedza (4x4), Soraya Holley (4x4), Neveah Lightfoot (4x4), 
Natalie Lewkowitz (4x8), Keilani Fang (4x8), Jaztyne Griffin (SP, DT), Zamaree Blevins (SP, DT), 
Jordan Ferguson (SP, DT), AJ Bowens (DT), Selena Nichols (DT), Jamelah Carswell (HJ, LJ), 
Princess Nyakundi (HJ), Megan Griffith (PV), Briannah Herman (PV), Leah Bonebright (PV), 
Steeley Beringer (PV), Tori Roberts (LJ), Clare Dement (LJ), Jenna Figueroa (TJ), Brielle Hankins 
(TJ) 



 

 

Boys: Nate Hernandez (200, 400, 4x4), Gabriel Deutsch (200, 400, 4x4), David Neighbors (800, 
4x8), Bodin Lay (800, 4x8), Habtamu Cheney (3200), Lee Nasewytewa (3200), Aksel Laudon 
(3200), Nicholas Thatcher (3200), Ethan Wright (110H, 300H, 4x4), Austin Werbelow (110H, 
300H), Jakob Bagby (110H, 300H), Conall Saxena (110H, 300H, 4x4), Samuel Van Alstine (4x8), 
Carter Sokolovic (4x8), Deshon Toney (SP), Marcos Figueroa (SP, DT), Jason Fritz (SP, DT), 
Youssef Koudssi (SP, DT), Mac Rothschild-Potterf (DT), Jorden Morales (DT), Kevin Fairchild (JT), 
Preston Tobin (PV), Lucas Campanella (PV), James Crowl (PV) 

 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

Dual Enrollment Tuition Assistance - Apply Now! 

Maricopa Grant Applications for Tuition Assistance during the 2018-2019 school year are now 

available.  Approved applications will be awarded on a first-come, first-served basis up to 12 

credits ($1,047).  Click here to apply now! 

 
 
Desert Vista Prom:  “Light up the Night” 
Prom will be held on Saturday, April 28th, at The Venue of Scottsdale from 7:30pm until 
10:30pm.  Tickets are on sale in the bookstore and guest pass forms are available on DV 
website. 

 
 
 
Baccalaureate 

http://www.riosalado.edu/programs/dual/Pages/Maricopa-Grant-Application.aspx


 

 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

Wellness 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Tempe Union High School District Education Foundation 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Teen Lifeline 
We know that there have been some stressful situations that have been going on recently for 
students, teachers and parents.  Because of these, we want to remind students that Teen 
Lifeline is a resource for them if they ever need someone to talk to.   



 

 

Parent Resources 
Here are a few links to resources and an article for parents and students regarding substance 
abuse that our Social and Emotional Coach, Ciera Davis, received at our Governor's Office 
Quarterly Meeting: 
 
https://health.usnews.com/wellness/for-parents/articles/2018-01-24/3-things-i-wish-parents-and-teens-knew-
about-pot 
 
https://www.samhsa.gov/underage-drinking 
 
http://learn.genetics.utah.edu/content/addiction/ 

 
 
 
 
Project Rewind with NotMyKid     
Raising teenagers can bring much joy as well as many challenges.  In partnership with 
NotMyKid, we are working to be proactive in providing information to our students and parents 
to assist in maneuvering the teenage years successfully.  Below you will find some information 
in regards to Project Rewind, an early intervention solution for adolescents.   

 
 
 
 
 

https://health.usnews.com/wellness/for-parents/articles/2018-01-24/3-things-i-wish-parents-and-teens-knew-about-pot
https://health.usnews.com/wellness/for-parents/articles/2018-01-24/3-things-i-wish-parents-and-teens-knew-about-pot
https://www.samhsa.gov/underage-drinking
http://learn.genetics.utah.edu/content/addiction/


 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Grad Night 2018 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Please see the attached Grad Night registration and donation forms at the end 
of this letter.   

 
 
College and University Information: 
 
College Visits 
For more information on upcoming college visits and to sign up to attend, visit the Counseling 
Calendar. 

https://www.tempeunion.org/DV-Counseling-Calendar
https://www.tempeunion.org/DV-Counseling-Calendar


 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 
School College Fair – April 29th  
This College Fair is hosted by ASU and there are approximately 125 different schools that will be 
in attendance.  It is a great place for families with freshmen, sophomore and junior students to 
get information about different schools all in one place and all at one time.  

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Additional Information: 
 

Safety in the Community 
I have received concerns from citizens about students parking in front of mailboxes, in "no 
parking" areas and students driving too fast.  Please assist us and remind your child to respect 
our community by not blocking access to mailboxes, park in legal areas and to follow the posted 
speed limits around the school, and to please drive with caution.   
 

Tempe Stylz          
Open 8:30am-11:30am at 500 West Guadalupe Road in Tempe.  Find clothes, shoes, personal 
care items, accessories and more!  You will need to show your student ID or have proof of 
Tempe residency.   

 
 
Site Base Council Thunder Community Excellence Award Nominations 
Each quarter, the Site Base Council accepts nominations to recognize the outstanding 
contributions of a teacher, a classified staff member, a student, and a parent or member of the 
community.  Please click here to access the nomination form and submit your nomination to 
Ms. Shawna Thue. 

 
 
Peer Tutoring 
 

Did you know that we have Peer Tutoring before and after school? We accept walk-ins or you can 

schedule an appoint here https://booknow.appointment-plus.com/7r7rbvke/. See below for 

details.  

 

Desert Vista Peer Tutoring Organization (DVPTO) is a school-wide resource for Every Student in 

Every Subject. With 100-trained tutors and 8 teacher-supervisors, DVPTO offers quality peer 

tutoring services before and after school. In addition to tutoring, DVPTO offers a study hall for all 

students. 
 

Where:  Faculty Cafeteria 

  

Day  Times Available - Before School 
Times 

Available - 
After School 

Monday  N/A 3:15 – 4:15 p.m. 

Tuesday  7:15 – 8:15 a.m. 3:15 – 4:15 p.m. 

Wednesday 7:15 – 8:15 a.m. 2:15 – 3:15 p.m. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfIW94sgnaN6SQq0HIsfa12hKcnH5ZoLFnWEbOfKQdRUmNaoA/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://booknow.appointment-plus.com/7r7rbvke/


 

 

Thursday 7:15 – 8:15 a.m. 3:15 – 4:15 p.m. 

Friday 7:15 – 8:15 a.m.   N/A 

   
 
 

 
 
 

ATTENTION STUDENTS: Illegal Parking on 30th Street by the Park  
Please be advised that the Phoenix Police Department noted that students are illegally parking 
near the park on 30th Street by our school and they have received several complaints about the 
illegal parking.  They stated that they will need to start writing parking tickets if the illegal 
parking continues.  Desert Vista Administration is urging students not park in the posted "no 
parking" areas. 

 
 
Desert Vista Staff Appreciation Committee 
Hello DV Parents!  Please consider signing up to be part of our newly formed Desert Vista Staff 
Appreciation Committee!! We have plans to provide a nice luncheon for DV’s entire staff five 
times throughout the year! You can volunteer to help with set up, clean-up, or donation of 
cooked items or baked goods. Monetary donations will also be accepted through our DV 



 

 

Thunder Board booster organization. If you are interested in becoming a member of this 
committee, please let us know.  If everyone does a little, the outcome will be truly amazing! 
 

Please send your name, best email, and a note regarding your interest level 
to DVStaffAppreciation@gmail.com. Please also let us know the graduation year of your 
son/daughter(s). Thank you in advance for your willingness to help show appreciation for our 
wondering staff here at DV! 

 
 
BOOKSTORE HOURS 
7:45am: Opens for the Day  
1:30pm – 2:00pm: Closed 
3:30pm: Closes for the Day 

 
 

Upcoming Pesticide Application:  May 23, 2018  
 
 
GO THUNDER!!   
 
Respectfully, 
 
Christine Barela, Ed.D.                 
Principal      
       

                   
 
DVHS Mission: Desert Vista inspires a community of learning by demonstrating excellence in 
academics, arts and extra-curricular activities. 
DVHS Vision: We strive for excellence by engaging our community, promoting accountability, 
fostering responsibility, and encouraging life-long learning. 

mailto:DVStaffAppreciation@gmail.com


     

 

 

 

April 16, 2018 

 

 

 

Dear Parent(s) or Guardian(s): 

 

The Administration at Desert Vista High School is very proud of our graduating seniors.  We have had a great 

and successful school year and look forward to the special events planned to culminate the remaining days of 

their high school years.  They are as follows: 

 

Baccalaureate (with cap and gown)  6:00-7:00 P.M.  May 20, DVHS Dr. Joe McDonald Auditorium 

Senior Graduation Meeting (mandatory)  8:30-11:30 A.M.  May 21, DVHS Dr. Joe McDonald Auditorium 

Awards Ceremony    7:00-8:00 P.M.  May 21, DVHS Dr. Joe McDonald Auditorium 

Confirm all debts are cleared   8:30-11:30 A.M.  May 22, DVHS Bookstore 

Final credit check                              8:30-11:30 A.M.  May 23, DVHS Guidance 

Graduation Practice (mandatory)   7:45-9:30 A.M.  May 24, DVHS Assigned Classroom/Stadium 

Senior Breakfast     9:30 A.M.-12:00 P.M. May 24, DVHS Cafeteria 

Graduation Ceremony (arrive 6:15pm)  7:00 P.M.  May 24, DVHS Assigned Classroom/Stadium 

 

Because graduation is a very important time for seniors, their families and teachers, we have planned a dignified 

ceremony to celebrate the occasion.  We are asking our seniors to dress and behave appropriately, as they have 

all year at Desert Vista High School.  A more detailed packet of information will be given to our seniors at the 

Senior Graduation Meeting on Monday, May 21, 2018, and it will be posted on our website. 

 

If you, a member of your family and/or a friend need special assistance with parking and/or seating due to a 

disability for the graduation ceremony, please contact Mr. Jim Snow at 480-706-7931 or 

jsnow@tempeunion.org  to make special arrangements.  We will have reserved seating directly below the 

bleachers on both sides of the stadium for the person needing assistance and one guest. 

 

The seniors will be seated at the center of the stadium field.  The young women will be seated on the west and 

the young men will be seated on the east.  The stadium opens at 6:00pm and the bleachers on both sides of the 

field will be available for seating for family and friends.  During the ceremony, we will have professional 

photographers capturing the special moments of your graduate.  Information on how to purchase these 

photographs will be included in the packet of information handed out during the Senior Graduation Meeting.  

Upon the completion of the ceremony, family and friends will be able to join their graduate for a time of 

celebration on the stadium field and seniors will be permitted to leave at that time. 

 

If you will be dropping off your senior for the ceremony, please drop him/her off in the student parking lot if 

your last name begins with A-L and the bus turn around off of Liberty Lane if you last name begins with M-Z.  

Please note that drop off will not be allowed in the front parking lot off of 32nd Street.  If you student is driving, 

DESERT VISTA HIGH SCHOOL 
A Campus of the Tempe Union High School District 

16440 S. 32nd St. 

Phoenix, Arizona 85048 
(480) 706-7900 

FAX (480) 706-7976 

Dr. Christine Barela, Principal 

 

“Home of th 

mailto:jsnow@tempeunion.org


they are more than welcome to park in the student parking lot.  Thank you in advance for assisting with making 

this process safe and efficient for our students. 

 

Seniors who have completed all of the Tempe Union High School District’s graduation requirements will be 

able to participate in the graduation ceremony.  Please contact the Guidance Office at 480-706-7944 if you have 

questions regarding your son or daughter.  Additionally, it is imperative that your son or daughter pay all past 

debts at the bookstore before the ceremonies, as not doing so may interfere with participation.  Lastly, please 

continue to motivate your senior to do his/her best these final few days.  We will do the same. 

 

We are looking forward to sharing these special events with our students and their families.  Be informed that 

discipline issues have interfered with previous graduates’ participation in the graduation ceremonies.  We must 

continue to ask for exemplary behavior from our student body, including seniors.  If a senior is disciplined and 

receives off campus suspension, he or she may not participate in the ceremonies.  We have much to celebrate 

because the class of 2018 has had many accomplishments.   We have great hope for the future because of what 

each senior possesses.  We are very proud of all of them and we know that you are proud of them as well. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Dr. Christine Barela      Ms. Stacy White         Mr. T.J. Snyder    Mr. Tommy Eubanks 

Principal       Assistant Principal     Assistant Principal    Assistant Principal 
 

 

 

“Striving for knowledge. Building bridges of hope and opportunity.” 

 



Desert Vista 

Grad Night 2018 
 

Dear Friends of Desert Vista, 

On May 24, 2018, 710 students will graduate from Desert Vista High School – The Class of 2018! 

Work has been underway by a group of devoted parents for Grad Night festivities.  Grad Nights are organized nationally 

to give high school grads a unique and memorable once in a life time celebration.  The philosophy and ideals behind Grad 

Nights are to provide a safe evening, free of vehicles, alcohol and drugs and filled with spectacular fun among fellow grads 

and friends for one last time.   

DVHS Grad Night will be held on May 24th at the Ultra Star Multi-tainment Center in Maricopa. This all-night celebration 

will begin immediately following commencement and will include: a hypnotist show, magician, casino, bowling, laser tag, 

arcades, music, dancing, food, prizes and camaraderie. As you can imagine, an evening such as this is costly. In order for 

Grad Night to be a success it needs a united commitment from the parents, the school and the community. 

The committee is currently seeking donations from local merchants, alumni and friends.  Sponsorships to cover the costs 

of the various activities or cash donations would be greatly appreciated.  The Grad Night Committee is part of the Desert 

Vista Thunder Board, which is a 501(c)(3) organization.  All contributions are tax deductible. 

***All Participating sponsors will be recognized in the Graduation Commencement Program*** 

As parents of DVHS seniors, we anticipate that our efforts will result in a first-class event that will insure our graduate’s 

safety as they celebrate this momentous event.  Thank you for your support in making the 2018 Grad Night event a success. 

Grad Night 2018 Committee  

Desert Vista High School Thunder Board 

2018dvgradnight@gmail.com 

Tax ID #20-0685773 

 
Please make checks payable to: Desert Vista Grad Night  

Mail your contribution to: Desert Vista High School, DVHS Grad Night 2018, 16440 S. 32nd Street, Phoenix, AZ 85048 

or contact Janet Mooneyham at 480-250-1955 or Nicole Evans at 480-242-4404 

or contact us at 2018dvgradnight@gmail.com and we will have a Grad Night Committee member pick up your donation. 

 

☐  $500 ☐  $200 ☐  $150 ☐  $100 ☐  $50  ☐  $25  ☐  Other $ __________ 

☐  $1500 - Hypnotist   ☐  $1500 - Casino Games  ☐  $1300 - Magician 

    ☐  $300 - DJ   ☐  $250 - Bus (8 Buses Secured)  

Other Contributions (Prizes, gift certificates, etc.) __________________________________________________________ 

 

Contributor: _________________________________ Contact Name / Phone: _________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________ Alumni Year:  ________ 

mailto:2018dvgradnight@gmail.com


Student Last Name: _______________________ First Name: __________________________ 

 

Desert Vista Grad Night 2018 
Thursday, May 24th 
10:00pm – 4:00am 

Ultra Star Multi-tainment Center
 

Registration 
Student Information: 

Student Name: _____________________________________________  DVHS ID: _____________________ 

Cell Phone #: __________________________________ Email: ____________________________________ 

Dietary Restrictions? Y/N ______ If Yes: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Conduct Pledge: 
I understand that transportation is provided to and from the event and that personal transportation is NOT 
allowed to or from the event.  In the spirit of grad night, use of tobacco, alcohol, or drugs will NOT be 
permitted.  The use of these substances or inappropriate behavior will result in removal from the event by 
event security and possible involvement of local law enforcement. 
 

Student Signature: _____________________________________________  Date: ________________________ 

 
Parent/Guardian Information: 
 

Names: __________________________________ __________________________________ 
   (Mother/Guardian)      (Father/Guardian) 
 

Cell #’s: __________________________________ __________________________________ 
   (Mother/Guardian)      (Father/Guardian) 

 

E-Mail: __________________________________ __________________________________ 
   (Mother/Guardian)      (Father/Guardian) 

 
Registration Fee: $90 (Jan 8-Feb 16) / $100 (Feb 17-Mar 31) / $125 (Apr 1-May 23) / $140 on May 24 

Checks Payable to:  DV Grad Night (please include student name and a current phone number on the check) 
Credit Cards processed through “Paypal” or “Square” (convenience charge will apply) 

Mail Payment To: DVHS Grad Night 2018 
16440 S. 32nd Street   
Phoenix, AZ 85048 

Questions: 2018dvgradnight@gmail.com 

Officer Use Only: Received: ____________  ☐ Cash  ☐ Check # ____________  ☐ Credit    Amount $ ___________ 

mailto:2018dvgradnight@gmail.com


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

1AP Testing 
Begins 2 3 4 5 

 

6 7 
 
AP Testing continues 
this week 

8 9 10 All MDLP 
coursework and 
final must be  
completed 

11  

 
12 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16      Senior   
            Exams 

 

17 
 

18 Senior   
Exams 
Alternative credit 
transcripts are due to 
the records office 

19 

20 
Baccalaureate 
6:00-7:00pm 

21SR. grad  
meeting 8:30-
11:30am 
 
Awards Ceremony 
7:00-8:00pm 

22Confirm all 
debts are cleared 
8:30-11:30am in 
Bookstore 

23Final credit 
check and transcript 
8:30-11:30am 

 

24 Senior Breakfast 
9:30am 
Graduation practice 
7:45-9:30am  
Grad Ceremony 
Reporting at 6:15pm 

25 
 

26 

27 28 29 30 31   

MAY 2018 
Senior Exam Schedule 

Wednesday 5/16 

Period 0  7:18-8:15 Teacher Choice 
Period 1 8:20-9:50   
Period 2  10:04-11:34 
Period 4 11:39-12:06 
4L 11:34-12:04 
Period 5 12:09-12:36  
5L 12:06-12:36 
Period 3 12:41-1:06 
Period 6 1:11-1:38  
Period 7 1:43-2:12  

 

Thursday 5/17 

Period 0   7:18-8:15 Teacher Choice 
Period 6  8:20-9:00  
Period 7 9:05-9:45 
Period 3  9:50-11:20 
Period 4 11:20-12:50 
4L 11:20-12:00  
Period 5 12:00-1:30 
5L 12:19-12:59 
Period 1 1:35-2:22 
Period 2 2:27-3:14 

 

Friday 5/18 

Period 0  7:18-8:15 Teacher Choice  
Period 6  8:20-9:50 
Period 7  10:04-11:34 
Period 4  11:39-12:19 
4L 11:35-12:15  
Period 5 12:19-12:59 
5L 12:19-12:59 
Period 1 1:04-1:44 
Period 2 1:49-2:29 
Period 3 2:34-3:14 

 
Mandatory Senior Graduation Meeting  

Monday, May 21st from  

8:30-11:30am in the Dr. Joe McDonald 

Auditorium  

 

Clear all your debts: Athletics, Library & Bookstore 

Bookstore (480) 706-7935 

    Senior   
Exams 
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