“Excellence Through Performance”
Dear Desert Vista Family,
Fall is in the air and I know we are all anxious for the weather to break. The season brings
Homecoming, post season competitions, winter sports tryouts and other extra-curricular
activities and competitions.
Our amazing Student Council has planned spirit dress up days and wonderful activities this
week to celebrate Homecoming. The week will end with our traditional Homecoming
Assembly, Friday night football game and dance on Saturday evening. Please keep in mind that
Homecoming is a wonderful time to come together as a student body and show spirit by
attending the football game and dance. Hard work, planning and preparation, by our student
body council members and teacher sponsors, go into planning this memorable occasion for our
students. In keeping with the high school tradition of having fun and embracing our safety first
for all students, both during school hours and all extra-curricular activities, I would like to
partner with you for the safety and well-being of our students. While planning this exciting
event with your child, I ask that you keep in mind that party buses are popular for some
students to take to and from dances, but please know that not all companies have our students’
best interest at heart and/or do not know the school and parent expectations for such events. I
would like to recommend that each parent check the reputation of the company and driver,
and discuss expectations with the driver when your child gets on the bus. We will request that
all buses drop students off at the entrance to the dance whereby an administrator and security
guard will coordinate the exit of the students off of the bus. Once parked, the administrator
and security guard will search the bus. If the bus driver does not comply, we will not allow
those students to exit the bus and/or stay at the dance. With the many wonderful activities
planned, I ask that you talk with your child and encourage good choices that follow district and
school policies. We thank you in advance for partnering with us to ensure a safe and fun time at
our school events.
I would also like to extend a huge congratulations to all parents and guardians for assisting us in
earning our letter grade of an A! There were only 17% of high schools in the state of Arizona
that earned that specific grade. I thank you for your continued commitment to the education
of your children and partnering with us on a daily basis to assist your child in reaching their
optimal potential.
I look forward to another amazing quarter!

SAVE THE DATE for #SOS: Student Distress into Success
This is an educational event for Kyrene, Tempe Elementary and Tempe Union High School
District parents and community members that will be held on Monday, November 6th in Desert
Vista’s Dr. Joe McDonald Auditorium. This special town hall will focus on how to support
students today and why connecting with them is critical to their success in both school and life.
Here is a message from our Site Base Council who has been working very hard to assist with
student success. Here is way students can get involved:
Desert Vista's excellence lies in the diversity of its students and their passions. Through
championships and outstanding distinction awards, every one of us represents the past,
present, and future legacy of Desert Vista. It is important to understand that with this success,
of course, there may be some pressures and stress for students. It is for this reason that the
feeling of community and family is vital - to emphasize that everyone has a support system on
this campus.
The Desert Vista Site Base Council in collaboration with students are launching a communitywide campaign to spread kindness and acceptance! We want to remind students they always
have a support system - their friends, peers, teachers, administration, and counseling. To
achieve this, every student will be receiving a shirt with the slogan: “I Care, You Care, We
Care”.

Site Base Council Thunder Community Excellence Award Nominations
Each quarter, the Site Base Council accepts nominations to recognize the outstanding
contributions of a teacher, a classified staff member, a student, and a parent or member of the
community. Please click here to access the nomination form and submit your nomination to
Ms. Shawna Thue.

Extra-Curricular Highlights:
Speech & Debate
The Desert Vista Speech and Debate team won the first speech and debate tournament of the
AIA season defeating 25 schools at The Lost Dutchman Classic hosted by Red Mountain High
School. The Thunder entered the final day of competition well behind the Hamilton Huskies but
a strong showing by a DV team made up of primarily freshmen surged past the Huskies to
secure a hard fought comeback victory. The comeback started Saturday afternoon when
Seniors Kaede Aoki and Shion Wagoner won the first event of the day. Led by Juniors Jackson
Wakefield and Katlyn Laibe the Thunder used that momentum to win 8 of the final 15 events at
the tournament. Desert Vista found contributions from all over their roster as 7 freshmen
scored points for the Thunder including Hailey Dawson who won Humorous Interpretation at
the first tournament of her career. Dawson and Junior Jason Mittelman were named team
MVPs for the tournament due to their energy and tenacity at practice. Desert Vista will
compete next weekend against the top schools in Arizona at McClintock High School. Please
click here to watch the highlight video.

Thunder Theatre Company
submitted by Junior, Anna Paty

On Saturday September 23rd, 13 members of Desert Vista's Thunder Theatre Company went to
the Coding Academy and brought the arts to young children. It was during a yearly parent
institute event run by the Arizona Association for the Gifted and Talented where families who
have gifted children come and partake in different events and classes. TTC played a role in this
by teaching improv games to the children ages 4-12 years old which they thoroughly enjoyed.

Here are the students who participated:
Anna Paty
Eliana Burns
Danielle Hale
Clare Kulaga
Nicole Rossi
Charlie Cruz

Lucas Rooney
Stephanie Osswald
Kiersten Mason
Kristen Kibby
McKenzi Kelly
Palmira Federico

Marching Band
Congratulations to the Desert Vista Thunder Marching Band on a fantastic start to their competitive season.
The band has been working extremely hard since June to complete their 2017 production entitled "From Time
to Time".
The music for this year's production is comprised of music from the some of the first recorded sounds to that of
some of the most modern. They are performing musical selections from Billie Holiday, American Bandstand,
Cyndi Lauper, and Daft Punk.
The band is currently undefeated and has received 1st place honors at the following competitions thus far this
season:
Thunder in Hills at Desert Vista HS, Gilbert Invitational at Gilbert HS, The Rainer Classic at Mesquite HS, and
the University of Arizona Band Day in Tuscon AZ.
The 165 members will be traveling later this week to compete against groups from Arizona, California, Nevada,
Indiana, and Texas in the Bands of America Regional Championships on October 28th in Los Angeles, CA.
We wish them the best of luck this weekend and GO THUNDER!

Sports Highlights:
Boys Cross Country
4th Annual Titan Invitational
written by Senior, Reece Donihi
Over the Fall Break, the boys travelled over to the grueling Crossroads Park where they faced
incredible adversity in the 4th Annual Titan Invitational. There was exceptionally strong
competitors at this meet and again presented some of the best teams. This course consistently
brings out the “guts” in the runner and always gives the individual a taste for the hardest
factors in competition.
The first race of the day was the Boys’ Freshmen race. The freshmen pack was led by Martin
Fuller (18:03) followed by Vade Pierce (19:47), Justin Perillo (20:01), Connor Donihi (21:04) and
Adam De La Riva (21:22) for a total team score of 52 points. This gave the boys a respectable
2nd place finish against some very strong competition.
The next race was the Boys’ Open 5k that included a combination of Sophomores, Juniors, and
some Seniors. The Open squad was led by Sophomore Noah Werbelow (18:17) and followed by
Junior Ceth Reeves (18:27), Sophomore Nicolo Perciballi (18:46), and Juniors Milan Patel (18:47)
and Marshall Smith (18:48). This gave the top 5 a 31-second split and the boys a 3rd place finish
with 91 points.

Finally, when the heat really started to hurt, the Boys’ Varsity race was started. The first runner
for the team was Junior Travis Kearney (16:59) followed by Junior Lee Nasawytewa (17:21),
Seniors Jack Willems (17:26) and J Iannone (17:28), and Junior Neal Saxena (18:11). Together,
the boys gave a valiant effort but pulled up short with 6 th place finish with 118 points.
Considering that these boys were facing the top competitors from the other teams, they still
gave a strong effort.

Tempe City Meet
written by Senior, Nick Thatcher

The Desert Vista Thunder have a legendary reputation at the annual Tempe City meet, and
they’ve once again lived up to these high expectations. From 2002, the Thunder have won the
Varsity race 12 times, the JV race 14 times, and, most impressively, our Freshman are
undefeated. Having this knowledge coming into the meet, the Thunder boys were eager and
excited to carry on our impressive legacy. The course is undoubtedly the toughest faced all
season, as it contains multiple brutally steep hills and is run during the hottest part of the day;
this year, the team ran in around 95 °F weather. However, the boys overcame these obstacles
and went on to convincingly win every single race.
The freshman race was won with a dominating 17 points, sweeping the first four places. They
were lead by Martin Fuller (18:47) in 1st, followed by Chris Broze (19:59) in 2nd, Vade Pierce
(20:32) in 3rd, Justin Perillo (20:41) in 4th, and Adam De La Riva (21:31) in 7th.
Following the freshman race was the Open race. The Veteran Thunder swept the first seven
places, scoring a perfect 15 points. They were led by junior Travis Kearney (17:25) in 1st place,
followed by junior Lee Nasewytewa (17:37) in 2nd, senior J Iannone (17:57) in 3rd, senior Jack
Willems (18:14) in 4th, and junior Neal Saxena (18:47) in 5th.
The final race of the evening was the Varsity event, which the Thunder won with only 19 points.
Winning this was our very own Habtamu Cheney, a senior, in a time of 16:48. He was
succeeded by senior D’Angelo Piasecki (16:58) in 3rd, senior Reece Donihi (17:01) in 4th, senior
Bryce Schmisseur (17:03) in 5th, and senior Nick Thatcher (17:03) in 6th. Rounding off this
varsity squad was senior Aksel Laudon (17:03) in 7th, and sophomore Sammy Van Alstine
(17:17) in 9th place.
Thank you to all the dedicated parents and coaches who helped; your support is absolutely
crucial and is appreciated by all the boys on the team.
The next meet the Thunder will be competing in is the Sectional Championship Meet at
Crossroads Park on October 27th.
GO THUNDER!!!!

Peer Tutoring
Did you know that we have Peer Tutoring before and after school? We accept walk-ins or you can
schedule an appoint here https://booknow.appointment-plus.com/7r7rbvke/. See below for
details.
Desert Vista Peer Tutoring Organization (DVPTO) is a school-wide resource for Every Student in
Every Subject. With 100-trained tutors and 8 teacher-supervisors, DVPTO offers quality peer
tutoring services before and after school. In addition to tutoring, DVPTO offers a study hall for all
students.
Where: Faculty Cafeteria

Day

Times Available - Before School

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

N/A
7:15 – 8:15 a.m.
7:15 – 8:15 a.m.
7:15 – 8:15 a.m.
7:15 – 8:15 a.m.

Times
Available After School
3:15 – 4:15 p.m.
3:15 – 4:15 p.m.
2:15 – 3:15 p.m.
3:15 – 4:15 p.m.
N/A

Desert Vista Staff Appreciation Committee
Hello DV Parents! Please consider signing up to be part of our newly formed Desert Vista Staff
Appreciation Committee!! We have plans to provide a nice luncheon for DV’s entire staff five
times throughout the year! You can volunteer to help with set up, clean-up, or donation of
cooked items or baked goods. Monetary donations will also be accepted through our DV
Thunder Board booster organization. If you are interested in becoming a member of this
committee, please let us know. If everyone does a little, the outcome will be truly amazing!
Please send your name, best email, and a note regarding your interest level
to DVStaffAppreciation@gmail.com. Please also let us know the graduation year of your
son/daughter(s). Thank you in advance for your willingness to help show appreciation for our
wondering staff here at DV!

College and University Information:
College Visits
College visits after fall break include USC, Colorado State, Columbia, and Carleton! Don't miss
these opportunities! For more information and to sign up to attend, visit the Counseling
Calendar.

If you are interested in going to a California school in the UC system like Berkeley or UCLA, now
is your chance to learn more! Representatives from eight UC schools will be at Corona the
evening of Wednesday, October 25th! Space is limited, so click here to register now!

ACT and SAT Test Prep Seminars

Additional Information:
School ID’s for School Bus Riders: Please make sure that your child has his or her student
ID when getting on the bus as it is a requirement for them to show the driver their ID when
riding the bus. We ask that your child be cooperate and assist the driver so that the process

can go as smoothly as possible for all involved. Beginning on August 28th, students will be
required to show an ID or they will be denied transportation. Newly enrolled students will be
allowed to show a printed schedule with a signature of an appropriate staff member until an ID
has been issued. We appreciate your continued efforts and support to ensure students are
transported safely to and from school.

Off Campus Parking – Vista Canyon Park and Lakewood
The City of Phoenix Parks and Recreation has requested DVHS students not park in the small lot
at Vista Canyon Park (aka DV Park) at 16020 South 30th Street during school hours due to
concerns by residents there are no available parking spaces.
Students who park in the Lakewood neighborhood east of Desert Vista on 33rd Street north of
Liberty Lane (near the community pool) are requested to leave enough space for the trash and
recycle garbage cans to be put out on Tuesdays, per the HOA Property Manager. Also, you
need to be considerate of the home owners and not block their driveways, parking a fair
distance away from homes. We ask students to be respectful at all times by word and action.
We thank you in advance for assisting us in continuing to be respectful of our DVHS neighbors,
their property and public access to the park. Please continue to follow all traffic laws, driving
responsibly, and not leaving any trash behind to help keep our community clean and safe.

Student Drop Off and Pick Up
Student drop off/pick up is coordinated at the student parking lot located off of Frye Road. We
ask that you please allow plenty of time for this process as well as being extremely careful and
cautious during drop off and pick up. We encourage early arrival so our students can frequent
the library, get assistance from their teachers and/or attend our peer-to-peer tutoring program.

Skateboards and Bicycle Racks
We have skateboard and bicycle racks for students to secure their bikes or skateboards. We
ask that you have your child utilize this area and not lock their bike to fences and/or carry their
skateboard around during school hours. We are not able to allow this for safety reasons.
Please assist us by providing your child with a lock. We appreciate your assistance as we
support their mode of transportation, but need to adhere to the lock up and safety procedures.

No Hoverboards on Campus
The use of hoverboards - two-wheeled, self-balancing electric scooters – has recently risen in
popularity. Unfortunately, there are hazards associated with these devices, including fires,
property damage, and injuries to riders and pedestrians. With student and staff safety in mind,
hoverboards may not be used, stored or charged on our campus.

Desert Vista Cafeteria Information
We are excited to share the following in regards to our cafeteria service to our families.
1. There is a point of sale system for Food Service. It is user friendly and very innovative. Even
if we should lose network connection, we can continue to serve.
2. Families can go online and complete a free/reduced application which will be submitted
directly into our system import.
3. We have an online payment site that will allow parents to set up an account and manage
their student/s accounts. It will show current balances, transaction viewing and payments can
be made into accounts for less of a service charge.
4. All the nutrition data for our menu items are on our website.
Please note: All Free/Reduced Lunch applications need to be submitted to the Food &
Nutrition department by September 7th for uninterrupted service.
Click here for the link to Food & Nutrition on the district website.

ATTENTION: Juniors and Seniors
If you regularly (or even occasionally) carpool, bike, bus or walk to school, we encourage you to
register as a 2017-18 Alternative Mode User (AMU) in our Tempe Union High School District
Trip Reduction Program. Once registered as an AMU, you will be entered in our monthly prize
drawings to win such things as movie tickets and gift cards!!!
Please click here to become a registered AMU for this school year. It's quick & easy and you could be our next prize winner!!!

Silver Apple Award Nominations 2017-2018
Please click here to nominate your favorite teacher!

BOOKSTORE HOURS
7:45am: Opens for the Day
1:30pm – 2:00pm: Closed
3:30pm: Closes for the Day

Upcoming Pesticide Application – October 25, 2017
GO THUNDER!!
Respectfully,
Christine Barela, Ed.D.
Principal

DVHS Mission: Desert Vista inspires a community of learning by demonstrating excellence in
academics, arts and extra-curricular activities.
DVHS Vision: We strive for excellence by engaging our community, promoting accountability,
fostering responsibility, and encouraging life-long learning.

