“Excellence Through Performance”
Dear Desert Vista Families,
Our fifth week of school brings us many things such as progress reports, fall extra-curricular
activities, clubs recruiting new members and working towards making friendships and connections
with the common interests that they share. As we know and research says, when students are
involved in extra-curricular activities, they tend to enjoy school more and perform higher
academically. We ask that you encourage your child to get involved.
Please take time to review and discuss your child’s progress report with him or her and lead a
discussion of reflection by self-assessing and setting a goal for the end of the quarter with
deliberate and intentional steps to reach it. Have your child review each or every other day in order
for them to gauge their progress and make daily decisions to take steps to reach the goal that they
have set. Click here to find more ideas on how to generate a daily discussion with your teenager
from the Edutopia website.
Questions might include:


What was easiest for you to learn this week? Why?



What was most challenging for you to learn? Why?



What study strategies worked well as you prepared for your exam?



What strategies for exam preparation didn't work well? What will you do differently next time?




What study habits worked best for you? How?
What study habit will you try or improve upon next week?

Encourage creative expression through conversation and/or a journal. The important part is to
engage your child so he or she can reflect and improve their metacognitive strategies related to
schoolwork, which provides young people with tools to reflect and grow in their emotional and
social lives. Assist them in creating a growth mindset as opposed to a fixed mindset. Please click
here to read more.
I am in the process of visiting all of the senior English classes to welcome our amazing Class of 2017
to their senior year and asking to partner with them in making this year an incredible school year
for all. They have begun the year with great leadership and school spirit! I look forward to a very
successful school year!
We are in full swing with our fall extra-curricular activities. I encourage you to attend the many
various events we have scheduled and support our students in all that they do for Desert Vista and

our community! See the attached fall sports calendar and click here for our current activities
calendar.

NEW!! PSAT Testing for all Freshman, Sophomore and Junior Students – October 19th
We will be administering the PSAT to all of our freshmen, sophomore and junior students on
Wednesday, October 19, 2016. We will have a special testing schedule with a late start for
seniors. The testing schedule is as follows:
8:20-12:20 - PSAT Test
12:20-12:50 - Lunch
12:55-1:14 - 1st hour
1:19-1:38 - 2nd hour
1:43-2:02 - 3rd hour
2:07-2:26 - 4/5th hour
2:31-2:50 - 6th hour
2:55-3:14 - 7th hour

Homecoming Dance: October 15th
Homecoming is wonderful time to come together as a student body and show spirit by
attending the football game and dance. Hard work, planning and preparation by our student
body council members and teacher sponsors go into planning this memorable occasion for our
students. In keeping with the high school tradition of having fun and embracing our safety first
for all students, both during school hours and all extra-curricular activities, I would like to
partner with you for the safety and well-being of our students. While planning this exciting
event with your child, I ask that you keep in mind that party buses are popular for some
students to take to and from dances, but please know that not all companies have our students’
best interest at heart and/or do not know the school and parent expectations for such events. I
would like to recommend that each parent check the reputation of the company and driver,
and discuss expectations with the driver when your child gets on the bus. We will request that
all buses drop students off at the entrance to the dance whereby an administrator and security
guard will coordinate the exit of the students off of the bus. Once parked, the administrator
and security guard will search the bus. If the bus driver does not comply, we will not allow
those students to exit the bus and/or stay at the dance. We thank you in advance for
partnering with us to ensure a safe and fun time at our school events.

Beach Bash 2016
The 2016 Beach Bash was a wonderful event attended by many students and parents, so thank
you for showing your school spirit in kicking off the 2016-2017 school year with us! We would
like to give a special thank you to the following Beach Bash Committee members:
Sandy Money
Daniel Woodis II
Darlene Cardon
Lisa Carter
Polina Maria Del Franco Delgado
Anne Rubio
Dawn St. John
Darlene Thomas

Valerie Myers
LaShunda McKoy
Launa Smith
Delissa Pope
Frances Goldman
Liz Dudley
Judith Rivera

Iris Cheng, Sophomore
Iris Cheng has been selected to represent Arizona at the 2016 All-National Honor Ensembles
Symphony on viola. The 2016 All-National Honor Ensembles program will take place at the
Gaylord Texan Hotel and Conference Center in Grapevine, Texas. Hundreds of students
auditioned from across America. Iris Cheng is a sophomore student and a member of the DVHS
award winning Chamber Orchestra. Congratulations, Iris for this high honor!!

Girls Cross Country
The 2016 DVHS Girls Cross Country team is finalizing preparation for the initial competitions of
the upcoming season.
The team’s student-athletes have completed an outstanding series of optional training sessions
throughout the summer and they transitioned to in-season practices as of Monday, August 8th,
2016. The team has continued to progress throughout the current month and thus looks
forward to an exciting, challenging season.
The majority of the team’s student-athletes will initiate competition at the 2016 Peaks
Invitational. That highly competitive invitational will be contested on Saturday, September 3 rd,
in Flagstaff, AZ. The entire team will subsequently compete at the Friday, September 9th, Desert
Solstice Cross-Country Festival. That festival will be contested at Crooked Tree Golf Course in
Tucson, AZ.
The student-athletes have demonstrated an exemplary commitment to not only consistent
summer / early-season training but also academic excellence. Both returning student-athletes
and, notably, incoming freshmen student-athletes have been admirably committed to
optimizing their academic achievement.
The program’s coaching staff, boosters, and parents have worked collectively to support the
student-athletes and thus reinforce the foundation for a great season.
The girls enter the season with prolific goals and no limits. GO THUNDER!!

Boys Cross Country
After three months of a long and grueling summer training schedule, the boys’ team looks to
start what should be another highly successful season. The team has been training since June
1st to prepare to defend their title as reigning back to back state champions.
The boys’ team opens its season with a trip to California as they will compete Saturday,
September 3rd at the Cool Breeze Evening Invitational at Brookside Golf Course at the Rose
Bowl in Pasadena, California. Desert Vista competed well here last year as the team took 4th in
the varsity division and 1st in the junior varsity race. After Cool Breeze the Thunder will travel
down to Tucson where they will run in the Desert Solstice X-C Festival on Friday, September 9th
where the race will be contested at Crooked Tree Golf Course.
All student-athletes have trained commendable this summer with a level of intensity that
cannot be found anywhere else in the state. A special thanks is needed for the coaching staff as
well as the booster club who put in countless hours of work in order to get the team performing
at its highest level. GO THUNDER!!

Boys Golf
The AZ state high school golf programs have now completed their first week of competitions.
Our boys just wrapped up their first 36-hole event of the season at Grayhawk Golf Club
yesterday. Although our team result was not as we hoped (bringing home the tournament
trophy), there are some positive takeaways from our hard work.
 Senior Brian Seo shot even par for the tournament posting even par and finishing in 6th place

individually. He was (-3) over the final nine holes of the tournament.
 Senior Tyler Svendson had an 18-hole stretch in the middle of the tournament where he posted

(+1) over that span.
 Junior Davis Evans maintained his focus through a tough stretch of the tournament, chipping in

for birdie on the 35th hole when our team needed scoring coming down the final holes.
 Junior Gavin Chan shot a lifetime best 18-hole score during round 1 of the tournament posting a
(+8) on a very challenging Raptor course.
 Freshman Scott Schlader shot even par over the last eight holes of the tournament which was
vital to our state-qualifying posting

The 2016 season has 14 qualifying 9-hole scores. During each 36-hole tournament, 9 holes are
selected for qualifying. For this event, second round (holes 1-9) were selected by the
tournament coordinator. This happened to be our final nine holes. After all competitions from
all programs, the Desert Vista Thunder are currently the top ranked team in the state of
Arizona. The hard work and preparation has proved successful so far. We will continue this
throughout the season as I know all players, parents, and coaches are committed to our goals.
GO THUNDER!!

Swim and Dive
The Desert Vista Swim and Dive Teams opened their 2016 competitive season on September
1st vs. the Arcadia Titans. It was a good test for the Thunder as both Arcadia teams were top 10
finishers at last year’s state meet.
The lady Thunder swam strong and dove well on their way to a 116 – 67 victory. The ladies won
all three relays and six individual events: Shae Nicolaisen (200 Individual Medley / 500
Freestyle), Noelle Lavigne (50 / 100 Freestyle), Emma Utagawa (100 Breaststroke), and Isabelle
Lombardi (Diving). While there were a number of individual wins, the ladies were victorious
due to their depth and total team effort.
The men cruised to a 113 – 59 victory while winning all three relays and every individual
swimming event. Leading the team in event wins were Alex Van Alstine (200 Freestyle / 100
Butterfly), Garret Chance (200 Individual Medley / 500 Freestyle), Joshua Vedder (50 Freestyle /
100 Backstroke), Aidan Schramm (100 Freestyle), and Aaron Beauchamp (100
Breaststroke). The team’s depth and event balance played an importance role in support and
will continue to do so throughout the season.
Aaron Beauchamp and Shae Nicolaisen have been selected to the 2016 Scholastic All America
Team for USA Swimming. Each swimmer had to have at least a 3.5 GPA in core subjects and
achieve certain swim time standards. It is a very prestigious honor as there are about 400,000
USA Swimming members of all ages and this is for those who have completed 10th, 11th or
12th grades. Only six boys and fourteen girls in the state of Arizona have been accepted on the
Scholastic All American team. This is Aaron's 2nd year on this team and Shea's 1st year. Both
have also succeeded to the level of national cuts and Shae to an Olympic time trial cut.
Congratulations to Shae and Aaron for their ‘Excellence Through Performance’!

ATTENTION!!!
Frye Road - East of 32nd Street: Student Drop Off and Pick Up
Students may be dropped off and picked up in the student parking lot off of Frye Road. We ask
that you please do not park or stop on Frye Rd east of 32nd Street as the area is posted “No
Parking”. We have received complaints of cars illegally stopping on both sides of Frye Road
creating a danger for motorists and pedestrians. The Phoenix Police Department has notified
us that they will be taking enforcement action on cars illegally stopped or parked in this area.
We thank you in advance for helping to keep our community safe.

Off Campus Parking-please inform your child
We thank you in advance for assisting us in continuing to be respectful of our DVHS neighbors,
their property and public access to the park. Please continue to follow all traffic laws, driving
responsibly and not leaving any trash behind and for helping to keep our community clean and
safe.

College Visits
Over 30 universities including Caltech, Columbia, Duke, George Mason, Johns Hopkins,
Pepperdine, UC Berkeley, and the University of Notre Dame are scheduled to visit Desert Vista
and more are being added daily.
To attend a session and see other events, visit the counseling calendar and click on the event.

YMCA 69th Annual Youth & Government Model Legislature & Court
Please see the attached flyer for more information.

Canvas and College Career Readiness

Looking for resources to help your student prepare for life after high school? The Guidance
Department has incorporated lessons on Canvas to help your student begin the process of
college and career planning.
1. Log onto your student’s Canvas account using their user name and password
2. Scroll onto Courses
3. A drop down menus appears with a list of your students courses, select the course
entitled DV (your student’s year of graduation) Guidance
4. Click on the icon of interest on the home page.
5. This will link you directly to the module of your choice so you and your student can
follow the lesson and have access to pertinent information.
6. The Counseling department uploads all presentations and upcoming information in this
Canvas course. It is strongly recommended that you or your student visit this course on
a regular basis to keep up to date with all the information we provide throughout the
year.
Take a few moments to log on and discuss with your child their high school and post-secondary
plans.

School ID’s for School Bus Riders
It is required that your child show their ID when riding the bus so please make sure your child
has his or her ID every day. We ask that your child be cooperate and assist the driver so that
the process can go as smoothly as possible for all involved.

Skateboards and Bicycle Racks
We have skateboard and bicycle racks for students to secure their bike or skateboard. We ask
that you have your child utilize this area and not lock their bike to fences and/or carry their
skateboard around during school hours. We are not able to allow this for safety reasons.
Please assist us by providing your child with a lock. We appreciate your assistance as we
support their mode of transportation, but must adhere to the lock up and safety procedure.

Senior Portraits
The Storm Yearbook works with Lou Coopey All Pro School Photography take a special set of
photos for the publication. The photography company is generous with the time that it takes to
do multiple shots of each student while not requiring any purchase. Portrait sessions are
scheduled throughout the summer, but if a student and family are not able to keep their
assigned time, it's important to contact Lou Coopey Photography at (480) 830-5667 to schedule
an appointment. The deadline for taking Senior Portraits is rapidly approaching. They must be
taken by Sept. 15 to not cause delays in production.
Here are a list of questions and answers you may have about senior photography for the
yearbook.
Q. Who needs their picture taken?
A. Everyone expecting to graduate and appear in the senior section of the yearbook.
Q. Who is the only official DVHS senior photographer?
A. Lou Coopey Photography 480-830-5667.
Q. Where are the studios?
202 North Lindsay Road in Mesa, (one block north of Main Street).
Q. Why do we all go to one photographer?
A. There are two reasons. First, we want all of the senior pictures to match. Second, Lou
Coopey Photography is by far the best senior photo studio in the state. They supply, free of

charge, all of the photos, materials and services needed to produce the senior section our
yearbook. Without their generous support, we could not afford the special section. Remember,
the only compensation the studio receives, comes from the sale of senior portraits. We hope
you will show your appreciation and support the studio.
Q. What does a portrait session consist of?
A. Check out all of your options in the “Senior Portrait Sessions” brochure.
Q. What should I bring to my photo session?
A. Everyone should come to the studio dressed in an outfit for at least a couple of
poses. Boys, for example should bring a shirt, tie and jacket. If you don’t have them, the studio
has loaners. If you wish to bring additional outfits you may. For additional clothing suggestions,
contact the student to receive a “Senior Portrait Sessions” brochure.
Q. When do I have my portrait taken?
A. During the summer, BEFORE school starts. The yearbook staff has confirmed an appointment
for you.
(Note: If you can’t make your appointment, call Lou Coopey’s Studio IMMEDIATELY to
reschedule - 480-830-5667. Don’t wait until the last minute.)
DON’T BE LEFT OUT!
Q. Why do pictures need to be taken so early in my senior year?
A. Yearbooks are printed in several sections throughout the year. The senior section is the
first section the yearbook publisher requires us to send. In the spring, when all of the sections
are finished, the publisher puts on the covers and delivers the finished yearbooks to the school.
Q. Wait, what if I have more questions about portraits?
Call them at 480-830-5667.

Yearbook Photos – Replay It
A great way to share photos with the yearbook staff is through Replay It. We'd love for you to
give it try. Download the app or go to http://www.replayit.com/r/register/

Desert Vista Cafeteria Information
We are excited to share the following in regards to our cafeteria service to our families.
1. There is a new point of sale system for Food Service. It is much more user friendly and very
innovative. Even if we should lose network connection, we can continue to serve.
2. Families can go online and complete a free/reduced application which will be submitted
directly into our system import.
3. We have a new online payment site that will allow parents to set up an account and manage
their student/s accounts. It will show current balances, transaction viewing and payments can
be made into accounts for less of a service charge.
4. All the nutrition data for our menu items are on our website.
Click here for the link to Food & Nutrition on the district website.

COSTCO Fundraising Night – Saturday, September 17th from 7:00pm-9:00pm
Please see the attached flyer for additional information….NO need to RSVP!

GO THUNDER!!
Respectfully,
Dr. Christine Barela
Principal

DVHS Mission: Desert Vista inspires a community of learning by demonstrating excellence in
academics, arts and extra-curricular activities.
DVHS Vision: We strive for excellence by engaging our community, promoting accountability,
fostering responsibility, and encouraging life-long learning.

Refer to AZPREPS365.COM for directions and
venues, as well as game date and time changes
Varsity/JV/FR Volleyball
4:00/5:00/6:00 PM

Varsity Football
7:00 PM

Badminton
3:30 PM
JV/V
8/24 H Highland
8/25 H Perry
8/26 @ Flying Feathers Tourn @
Highland
8/30 H Mountain Ridge
9/1 @ Chandler
9/6 @ Xavier Prep
9/8 @ Horizon
9/14 H Pinnacle
9/15 H Skyline
9/20 @ Basha
9/21 H Red Mountain
9/27 @ Mountain Pointe
9/29 H Gilbert
10/1 Independence Badminton
Tourn
10/11 @ Corona
10/16 @ Mt. Pointe
10/17 H Xavier
10/22 H Chandler
10/23 @ State Individual Starts

Swimming

3:30 PM
NOZOMI Pool
9/1
9/8
9/15
9/17

@ Arcadia
@ Mountain View
H Red Mountain
@ Wolves/Thunder Invite
(Chandler)
9/22 H Brophy/Xavier
9/29 @ Boulder Creek
10/1 @ Invite TBD
10/13 @ Mountain Pointe
10/15 @ Thunder Pitchfork Invite
(ASU)(3pm)
10/20 @ Brophy/Xavier/Mt. View
10/26 @ Tempe All City
(McClintock)
10/29 @ AMDG Invitational (1:30pm)
11/4-5 @ State (Skyline Aquatic
Center)

8/11 Scrimmage @Pinnacle
8/19 @ Perry
9/2 H Basha
9/9 @ Skyline
9/16 H Brophy
9/23 H Dobson
9/30 @ Mountain Pointe
10/7 @ Gilbert
10/14 H Highland
10/20 H Desert Ridge
10/28 @ Corona

Golf-Girls

Home @ Foothills Golf Club

3:00 PM
8/22 @ Corona @ Ken McDonald GC
8/24 H Hamilton
8/31 @ Perry @ Seville GCC
9/1 @ Aguila Invite @ Aguila GC
9/7 H Campo Verde
9/9-10 @ Antigua Invite @ McCormick Ranch
9/12 H Basha
9/14 @ Mountain Pointe @ Ahwatukee
9/17 @ Tempe Invite Tourn@ Ken McDonald(7:30)
9/20 @ Tempe All-City Invite @ Ken McDonald
9/21 @ Tempe All-City Invite @ Rolling Hills
9/22 @ Tempe All-City Invite @ Ahwatukee CC
9/26 H Chandler
9/28 @ Pinnacle, Westview @ Tatum Ranch GC
9/30-10/1 @ Antelope Hills Golf Tourn (Prescott)
11/2-3 @ State (Aguila)

JV Football
6:00 PM
8/25 H
9/1 @
9/8 H
9/15 @
9/22 @
9/29 H
10/6 H
10/13 @
10/19 @
10/27 H

Perry
Basha
Skyline
Brophy
Dobson
Mountain Pointe
Gilbert
Highland
Desert Ridge
Corona

Freshman Football
6:00 PM
8/23 H Perry (B Team)
8/24 @ Perry
8/30 H Campo Verde (B Team)
8/31 H Basha
9/7 @ Skyline
9/14 H Brophy (B Team-5pm)
9/14 H Brophy (7pm)
9/21 H Dobson
9/28 @ Mountain Pointe
10/5 @ Gilbert
10/12 H Highland (B Team-5pm)
10/12 H Highland (7pm)
10/18 H Desert Ridge (B Team-5pm)
10/18 H Desert Ridge (7pm)
10/25 H Hamilton (B-team)
10/26 @ Corona

Updated 8/18/16
SUBJECT TO CHANGE

9/3 @
9/9 @
9/17 @
9/17 @
9/24 @
9/30 @
10/14 @
10/19 @
10/28 @
11/5 @
11/19 @

8/25 @ Perry-Scrimmage
8/30 @ Boulder Creek
9/1
H Pinnacle
9/6
@ Perry
9/7
@ Mesa Mt. View
9/8
H Sandra Day O’Connor
9/13 H Hamilton
9/15 @ Desert Ridge
9/16-17 @ Westwood Tourney of
Champions
9/20 @ Corona del Sol
9/22
H Xavier Prep
9/27
H Mountain Pointe
9/28 @ Gilbert
9/30-10/1 @ NIKE Tourn of Champs
(Ray Croc Sports Complex)
10/4 @ Highland
10/11 H Corona del Sol
10/14-15 SoCal Nfinity Tourney (San Diego)
10/18 H Gilbert
10/20 H Highland
10/25 @ Desert Ridge (Senior Night)
10/27 @ Mountain Pointe (Dig Pink)

Boys Cross Country

Cool Breeze X-C Invite (Brookside, Pasadena CA)
Desert Solstice X-C Festival (Crooked Tree GC, Tucson)
Woodbridge Invitation (Silverlaks Sports Complex, Norco)
Four Corners Invite (Buffalo Park, Flagstaff)
Doug Conley Invite (Shalimar CC)
Desert Twilight CC Fest (Francisco Grande GC)
Titan Invite (Crossroads Park, Gilbert)
Tempe City Meet (Kiwanis Park)
Sectional Champ (Crossroads Park, Gilbert)
State Championship (Cave Creek Golf Course)
Nike Cross National Regions (Francisco Grande GC)

Girls Cross Country

9/3 @
9/9 @
9/17 @
9/17 @
9/24 @
9/30 @
10/14 @
10/15 @
10/19 @
10/28 @
11/5 @
11/19 @

Peaks Invitational (Buffalo Park, Flagstaff)
Desert Solstice X-C Festival (Crooked Tree GC, Tucson)
Woodbridge Invitation (Silverlaks Sports Complex, Norco)
Four Corners Invite (Buffalo Park, Flagstaff)
Doug Conley Invite (Shalimar CC)
Desert Twilight CC Fest (Francisco Grande GC)
Titan Invite (Crossroads Park, Gilbert)
George Cox/Wes Cook X-C Invite (Gervais, OR)
Tempe City Meet (Kiwanis Park)
Sectional Champ (Crossroads Park, Gilbert)
State Championship (Cave Creek Golf Course)
Nike Cross National Regions (Francisco Grande GC)

Golf-Boys

Home @ Club West
3:00 PM
8/26-27 @ Brophy Invite
8/30 H Hamilton, Perry, Mt. Pnte
@ Raven Golf Course
9/6 @
Desert Ridge, Chandler,
Sunnyslope @ Supestition GCC
9/9-10
@ Antigua Invite at
McCormick Ranch
9/13 @ Dobson, Chaparral, Campo
9/20 @ Sunnyslope, Mesa M View,
Campo Verde @ Ocotillo (3:30pm)
9/23-24 @
Brohpy/Xavier Invite @ GCU
Golf Course (12pm)
9/27 @ Skyline, Basha, D. Mtn @
View Point GC
9/28-29 @ Dobson Open Tourn
10/4 @ Campo Verde, Mesa,
Chaparral @ Ocotillo GC
10/11 @ Gilbert, Desert Ridge
(3:30 pm)
10/14-15 @ Ridge Invite (Flagstaff)
10/18 H Horizon, Mt. Pnte, Brophy
(2:30pm)
10/24-26 Ryder Cup State Qualifier
11/2-3 State Championships at Aguila

Saturday, September 17, 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
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Special Offers:

Enjoy refreshments and learn about the
surprising ways Costco can save your
family money — even on flu shots!
RSVP to:

TEMPE
PRIEST DR

10

60

SUPERSTITION FREEWAY

Marketing Department
(480) 496-6651
w436mkt01@costco.com

New Executive Members receive a
$20 Costco Cash Card. Executive Members
also earn an annual 2% Reward (up to $750)
on qualified Costco purchases.

ELLIOT ROAD

TEMPE
COSTCO

OR
1445 W. Elliot Road
Tempe, AZ 85284

New Gold Star and Business Members
receive a $10 Costco Cash Card.

You must be a member to shop at Costco. Not a member? See our offers at this event!

Invitation for the faculty, staff and families of:
• your school is invited and
• has already RSVP'd

• Tempe School District

*One ream of paper will be donated to a school listed above, for every $ spent on the same receipt during this event.

Costco Cash Card offer is valid only when you join in person with a Costco representative at this event. Valid only for new members for their first year of membership. Limit one Costco Cash Card offer per household. Offer is
nontransferable and may not be combined with any other offer or coupon. Costco Cash Cards are not redeemable for cash. A Gold Star Membership is $55 a year. An Executive Membership is an additional $55 upgrade fee
a year. Each membership includes a free Household Card. Please include sales tax in all applicable states. Costco accepts all Visa cards, Costco credit cards, cash, checks, debit/ATM cards, EBT and Costco Cash Cards.
Employees of Costco are excluded from this offer.

AWARENESS CODE: 63000
®

Offer Expires: 09/17/16
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