
 

 

 
“Excellence Through Performance” 

 
Dear Desert Vista Family, 
 
Our school year has started out with great success opening with celebrating the A+ School of 

Excellence™ award presented by the Arizona Education Foundation at our first assembly!  This 

program identifies and gives recognition to outstanding public schools in Arizona in the areas of 

student focus and support, school culture, active teaching and learning, curriculum, leadership, 

community/parent involvement and assessment data.  Our staff, students and community 

members worked collaboratively to participate in an extensive application process which 

included a rigorous site visit.  The award is valid for three-and-a-half years.  

We were also awarded the AIA Harold Slemmer Overall Excellence Award for the 6A 

Conference!  This award exemplifies the overall success of Desert Vista’s academic and extra-

curricular accomplishments.  Click here to view the DVTV article. 

Curriculum night was a huge success!  We thank those parents and guardians who were able to 

join us, and for those that were not able to attend, we look forward to meeting you at one of 

our many upcoming events.  

We continue to strive for excellence in our academic and extra-curricular areas, partnering with 

our Site Council, Student Council and Be the Change Club, and to embrace the social and 

emotional well-being of all of our students.  With this being said, I have visited many classrooms 

within the past weeks and have asked our students to partner with me in bringing the following 

things with them to school each day: 

 

1. Love for themselves:  We are all uniquely created and designed, and we all have 

different gifts and talents.  DV is a great school because of these diversities. 

2. Love for learning:  Bring the love for learning every day and be an active participant in 

the learning for yourselves and assisting others in the classroom. 

3. Love for others:  Seek to understand first and not to judge others, remembering we are 

all uniquely created and designed, and embrace others for similarities and differences.  

4. Social media:  When posting, ask yourself if it brings positive or negative light to you and 

your family? And if posting about another person, is it going to be helpful or hurtful to 

that person?  Social media posts never go away, so be mindful in what you post at all 

times. 

https://www.tempeunion.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&ModuleInstanceID=970&ViewID=7b97f7ed-8e5e-4120-848f-a8b4987d588f&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=8565&PageID=618


 

 

I would also like to ask that you partner with us in regards to allowing your child to go through 
appropriate struggle.  As Dr. Carol Dweck, professor and researcher at Standford, and author of 
the book Growth Mindset, shares that “if parents and educators want to give their 
children/students a gift, the best thing they can do is to teach their children/students to love 
challenges, be intrigued by mistakes, enjoy effort, and keep on learning. That way, their 
children/students don’t have to rely on the praise of others. They will have a lifelong way to 
build and repair their own confidence.”  However, you know your child best, so please let us 
know when you need assistance whether it is meeting with a teacher, department instructional 
leader, counselor or administrator.  We are here to partner with you and your family in order 
for your child to reach his or her optimal potential.  
 
Fall extra-curricular activities have begun, so please click on the DV Activities Calendar or see 
the attached DV Sports Calendar, and attend an event.  I look forward to seeing you! 
 
 
 

Progress Reports  

This year, student progress reports will only be available online through ParentVUE.  

ParentVUE is a secure website and mobile app offered by the Tempe Union High School 

District, which provides parents access to essential academic and classroom information about 

their child as well as different types of communication from the school or district. 

Paper copies of mid-term reports will not be mailed home.  However, at the end of each quarter, 
your student’s report card will still be mailed home. 

You may view your child’s progress report after 4:00pm on Friday, September 1, 2017. 

Our district offers parents the online tool, ParentVUE, so parents can stay up to date on their 
child’s academic progress.  ParentVUE provides secure access to your child’s schedule and 
classroom information, attendance, grades, progress reports and test results.  

If you still need to set up your account and have an access code, we have posted 
detailed directions online to assist you with this process. If you are not registered, please 
contact the Library at Ext. 70151.  

 

 

 

http://www.mindbodygreen.com/0-2874/The-Challenge-to-Continually-Challenge.html
http://www.mindbodygreen.com/0-2874/The-Challenge-to-Continually-Challenge.html
https://www.tempeunion.org/Page/1818
https://studentvue.tuhsd.k12.az.us/Login_Parent_PXP.aspx?regenerateSessionId=True
https://studentvue.tuhsd.k12.az.us/Login_Parent_PXP.aspx?regenerateSessionId=True
https://studentvue.tuhsd.k12.az.us/Login_Parent_PXP.aspx?regenerateSessionId=True
https://www.tempeunion.org/cms/lib/AZ01901094/Centricity/Domain/438/ParentVueMobileDirections.pdf


 

 

A+ School of Excellence™ award presented by the Arizona Education Foundation 
 
 

 
 
 

School ID’s for School Bus Riders:   Please make sure that your child has his or her student 

ID when getting on the bus as it is a requirement for them to show the driver their ID when 
riding the bus.  We ask that your child be cooperate and assist the driver so that the process 
can go as smoothly as possible for all involved.  Beginning on August 28th, students will be 
required to show an ID or they will be denied transportation.  Newly enrolled students will be 
allowed to show a printed schedule with a signature of an appropriate staff member until an ID 
has been issued.  We appreciate your continued efforts and support to ensure students are 
transported safely to and from school.  
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

ATTENTION STUDENT DRIVERS:  

 

If your son or daughter drives, please talk to them about the following: 
 
 

 Phoenix Police Officer, Ron Bultman, said over the last weekend the police responded to 
an emergency call to the Desert Vista High School area about several cars chasing 
another student's car. This was due to an off campus game that some seniors are taking 
part of. This is NOT a DV approved or supported game.  
 

 Phoenix Police Department and Desert Vista Administration ask that parents of seniors 
speak to their son or daughter about safe behavior and decision making and not putting 
themselves and/or others in danger by chasing other vehicles or trespassing on others' 
property. 
 

 

 Cars parking in a posted "no parking" area east of Desert Vista Park before and after 
school may be cited by Phoenix Police Department.  Phoenix PD have also received a 
complaint about a car speeding in the neighborhood north of DV park.  

 
 

 We ask all student drivers to be respectful to our nearby communities by driving with 
caution and watching for children/students and not parking, or dropping off or picking-
up students where "no parking" signs are posted.  The sign indicates cars are not to 
stop, stand, or park in the posted area.  
 

 
Thank you for partnering with us for Safety First! 

 
 
Off Campus Parking – Vista Canyon Park and Lakewood 
The City of Phoenix Parks and Recreation has requested DVHS students not park in the small lot 
at Vista Canyon Park (aka DV Park) at 16020 South 30th Street during school hours due to 
concerns by residents there are no available parking spaces.   
 
Students who park in the Lakewood neighborhood east of Desert Vista on 33rd Street north of 
Liberty Lane (near the community pool) are requested to leave enough space for the trash and 
recycle garbage cans to be put out on Tuesdays, per the HOA Property Manager.  Also, you 
need to be considerate of the home owners and not block their driveways, parking a fair 
distance away from homes.  We ask students to be respectful at all times by word and action.  
We thank you in advance for assisting us in continuing to be respectful of our DVHS neighbors, 
their property and public access to the park.  Please continue to follow all traffic laws, driving 
responsibly, and not leaving any trash behind to help keep our community clean and safe.  



 

 

 

Student Drop Off and Pick Up 
Student drop off/pick up is coordinated at the student parking lot located off of Frye Road.  We 
ask that you please allow plenty of time for this process as well as being extremely careful and 
cautious during drop off and pick up.  We encourage early arrival so our students can frequent 
the library, get assistance from their teachers and/or attend our peer-to-peer tutoring program. 

 
 
Skateboards and Bicycle Racks  
We have skateboard and bicycle racks for students to secure their bikes or skateboards.  We 
ask that you have your child utilize this area and not lock their bike to fences and/or carry their 
skateboard around during school hours.  We are not able to allow this for safety reasons.  
Please assist us by providing your child with a lock. We appreciate your assistance as we 
support their mode of transportation, but need to adhere to the lock up and safety procedures. 
 
 

No Hoverboards on Campus 

The use of hoverboards - two-wheeled, self-balancing electric scooters – has recently risen in 
popularity.  Unfortunately, there are hazards associated with these devices, including fires, 
property damage, and injuries to riders and pedestrians.  With student and staff safety in mind, 
hoverboards may not be used, stored or charged on our campus. 

 
 

 

Desert Vista Cafeteria Information 
We are excited to share the following in regards to our cafeteria service to our families.  
1.  There is a point of sale system for Food Service.  It is user friendly and very innovative.  Even 
if we should lose network connection, we can continue to serve. 
2.  Families can go online and complete a free/reduced application which will be submitted 
directly into our system import. 
3.  We have an online payment site that will allow parents to set up an account and manage 
their student/s accounts.  It will show current balances, transaction viewing and payments can 
be made into accounts for less of a service charge. 
4.  All the nutrition data for our menu items are on our website. 
 
Please note:  All Free/Reduced Lunch applications need to be submitted to the Food & 
Nutrition department by September 7th for uninterrupted service. 
 
Click here for the link to Food & Nutrition on the district website. 
 
 
 

http://www.schoolnutritionandfitness.com/index.php?sid=0208131455429577


 

 

Extra-Curricular Highlights: 
 
2016-17 12th Annual National Youth Arts Awards 
 
Awards: 
Lead Actress in a Musical: Jasmine Bassham as Wednesday in The Addams Family 
Supporting Actor in a Musical: Jack Walton as Fester in The Addams Family 
  
Nominations: 
Choreography: Hannah Fischbeck for The Addams Family 
Hair/Makeup Design: Eliana Burns & Gabriella Rubio for The Addams Family 
 
Congratulations everyone!! 
 

 
 
 
 
Engineering 
Students in our Engineering 7/8 class last year designed and implemented a wind turbine and 
electrical system to power the community center in the village of Nwaisomo on the island of 
Beqa in Fiji.  The students designed a solar LED battery lighting system last year for the 
community center to allow the village to have lights for ceremonies, activities, and allow 



 

 

students to have homework, and tutoring time by the teachers.  Since there is always a 
constant wind in that village, the wind turbine will allow for more energy to be produced and 
now the possibility of powering up donated laptop computers with internet access will be a 
reality for the students in this village. This past summer, Mobile Apps teacher, Ron Kennedy, 
took some DV graduates to the island to install the system.  Hailey Dirrigl was the project lead 
and was assisted by Natay Henry with the design and completion of the project. Hailey, Olivia 
Pinkowski and Erica Liu went to Fiji to help with the project. Olivia and Erica were involved in 
developing an App that would help run the day to day operations for the resort on the island.  
 
Some challenges arose during the installation, so it has not been completely finished.  The team 
will be heading back there during fall break to complete the installation. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Beach Bash  
Thank you to all who attended this wonderful fundraising event. Here is a personal note from Mrs. 
White:   
 
The three tenets of the (Chase White) Hearts of Thunder committee is CARING, COMPASSION and 
COMMUNITY. Without a doubt this year's "Bash" had a lot to live up to. 
Our goal was to have all the fun, all the smiles, all the memories - and all the love. I'm just hoping 
you all took something else away as well and that is giving back to others. This Beach Bash was 
about GIVING BACK and UPLIFTING OTHERS, EACH OTHER. Nothing more beautiful than seeing 
our different clubs, teams, groups all together. Thank you, Thunder Buddies for reminding us that 
when it comes to our DV family, we know how to come together.  
 
#nobodydoesitlikethethunder 
 
Love (Always) 
Chase White's Mom 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

Sports Highlights: 
DESERT VISTA RECEIVES AIA HAROLD SLEMMER 
OVERALL EXCELLENCE AWARD 

Desert Vista has received the 

Arizona Interscholastic 

Association Harold Slemmer 

Overall Excellence Award for the 
6-A 2016-17 school year. 

Officially presented at DV’s 

Varsity Football game on Friday, 

Aug. 18, the award recognizes 

excellence in athletics and 

academics. It is named after 

long-time executive director, 
Harold Slemmer. 

“We are so proud of our entire 

school for their excellence and 

dedication to athletics and extra-

curricular activities,” stated 

Desert Vista Principal Dr. Christine Barela. “We are blessed to have so much support from 

so many people. This honor would not be possible without the support and commitment of 

our families, students, teachers and community.” 

 

 
Phoenix Chapter Scholar Athletes 
Phoenix Chapter Scholar Athletes have been very busy this summer and fall.  To learn more 
about this program, please go to their website phxchapter.org.  
 

 
 
Fundraisers: 

 
The fall blood drive will be held on Tuesday, September 19th, class periods 1 through 3 
in the small gymnasium.  We encourage parents and students to come in and donate 
and save 3 lives!  Parents are welcome to come in (and skip the line) between 7:45am 
and 11am.  Parent walk-ins do not need to sign up in advance.  Students can sign up to 

http://phxchapter.org/


 

 

donate in the cafeteria during lunch up until September 15th.  Students under 18 must 
complete a minor donor form which can be picked up in the cafeteria, library or by 
printing if from this link.  Students must be 16 or older to donate and fit the health 
requirements explained on the minor donor form. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

http://www.unitedbloodservices.org/pdf/BS319.pdf


 

 

Opportunities:

 
 
 
 



 

 

Hispanic Heritage Foundation 
The Hispanic Heritage Foundation (HHF) is now accepting applications for the 2017 Youth 
Awards.  The 19th Annual Youth Awards program will award students who are in the 
graduating Class of 2018 with educational grants to pursue their higher education or to fund 
their community-based project. Recipients will be selected for their accomplishments in the 
classroom, community, and for their excellence in various educational categories. 

   

Once selected, students will be celebrated at 10 regional ceremonies across the country. These 
regions include Atlanta, Chicago, Dallas, Houston, Los Angeles, Miami, New York, Phoenix, 
San Francisco/Bay Area, and Washington, DC. 
 

The application deadline is Monday, October 2, 2017.  Students can apply 
at www.hispanicheritage.org. 
  

 
 
Please feel to contact info@hispanicheritage.org or 202-861-9797 with any questions. 

http://www.hispanicheritage.org/
mailto:info@hispanicheritage.org
tel:(202)%20861-9797


 

 

College and University Information: 
 
Progress Reports  

This year, student progress reports will only be available online through ParentVUE. ParentVUE is a secure 
website and mobile app offered by the Tempe Union High School District, which provides parents access to 
essential academic and classroom information about their child as well as different types of communication 
from the school or district. 

Paper copies of mid-term reports will not be mailed home. However, at the end of each quarter, your student’s 
report card will still be mailed home. 

You may view your child’s progress report after 4:00pm on Friday, Sept. 1, 2017 

Our district offers parents the online tool, ParentVUE, so parents can stay up to date on their child’s academic 
progress. ParentVUE provides secure access to your child’s: schedule and classroom information, attendance, 
grades, progress reports and test results.  

If you still need to set up your account and have an access code, we have posted detailed directions online to 
assist you with this process. If you are not registered, please contact the Library at Ext. 70151.  

ParentVUE is also available through a free app. It is available for both Android and iPhone. A link to the 
ParentVUE tool is available on your school’s website by clicking on the “parent” icon on the home page. 
 

We encourage you to log on regularly to ParentVUE to stay informed about your student’s progress. We know 
that students with involved parents are more likely to:  

         Earn higher grades and test scores, and enroll in higher-level programs 

         Be promoted, pass their classes, and earn credits 

         Attend school regularly 

         Have better social skills, show improved behavior, and adapt well to school 

         Graduate and go on to postsecondary education 
  

 

https://studentvue.tuhsd.k12.az.us/Login_Parent_PXP.aspx?regenerateSessionId=True
https://studentvue.tuhsd.k12.az.us/Login_Parent_PXP.aspx?regenerateSessionId=True
https://studentvue.tuhsd.k12.az.us/Login_Parent_PXP.aspx?regenerateSessionId=True
https://www.tempeunion.org/cms/lib/AZ01901094/Centricity/Domain/438/ParentVueMobileDirections.pdf
https://www.tempeunion.org/cms/lib/AZ01901094/Centricity/Domain/438/ParentVueMobileDirections.pdf
https://www.tempeunion.org/Page/726
https://studentvue.tuhsd.k12.az.us/Login_Parent_PXP.aspx?regenerateSessionId=True


 

 

 

Historically Black College and University Parent Night 
Wednesday, September 27, 2017 
6:30-8:30 PM 
Tempe High School Auditorium 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
BOOKSTORE HOURS 
7:45am: Opens for the Day  
1:30pm – 2:00pm: Closed 
3:30pm: Closes for the Day 

 
 
 

Upcoming Pesticide Application – September 7, 2017 
 
 

GO THUNDER!!   
 
Respectfully, 
 
Christine Barela, Ed.D.                 
Principal      
       



 

 

                   
 
DVHS Mission: Desert Vista inspires a community of learning by demonstrating excellence in 
academics, arts and extra-curricular activities. 
DVHS Vision: We strive for excellence by engaging our community, promoting accountability, 
fostering responsibility, and encouraging life-long learning. 
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